New jets for
Air Guard
renuested

City Council wants
quieter aircraft

3y CHARLES McCARTHY
Se2 staff writer

The Fresno City Council has
asked Congress and the Depart-
ment of Defense to replace 1966-
vintage F-4D Phantom jets at Fres-
19 Air Terminal with newer, quieter
aircraft as soon as possible.

And officials of the Air National
Guard at the Fresno airport say
trey would welcome a more envi-
ronmentally adaptable airplane.

The City Council approved a res-
clution last week. Councilwoman
Raren Humphrey, who proposed
the resolution, sent a copy to Rep.
Tony Coetho, D-Merced. In her let-
ter to Coelho, she cited F-16s or F-
20s as possible replacements for the
20 Phantoms now assigned to the
144th Fighter-Interceptor Wing in
Fresno.

Humnhrey wrote that during the
COTV! n process from F-106s to
more wodern F-4Ds in late 1983
and early 1984, Brig. Gen. Edward
R. Aguiar, then-wing commander,
said that Fresno’s Phantoms would
be replaced with newer, quieter air-
craft within three to four years.

“We are halfway down the road
and there is still no indication of the
progress toward quieter aircraft,”
Humphrey said. “In fact, it appears
we may be farther away from that
goal.”

Cuncern abour noIsy auplanes was
motivated by its support of the Air
Guard’s continued use of the Fres-
no Air Terminal,

Col. Allan W. Boone, wing vice
commander, said the Air Guard

would welcome “a more environ-

mentally adaptable, state-of-the-art
interceptor.”

Both the General Dynamics F-16
and the McDonnell Douglas F-15
are considered state-of-the-art fight-
er planes, but Congress has held
appropriations for those planes to a
minimum supply for regular Air
Force uniis.

Northrop's F-20, touted as more
economical to operate and much
less costly than the F-15s or F-16s,
would also be welcome in Fresno,
Air Guard pilots said.

The F-20 has the same electronic
“black boxes" more expensive jets
have and has the climb rate neces-
sary in a fighter-interceptor role.
But Northrop built only three F-20s,
and two have crashed in testing and
demonstrations to possible custom-
ers. Not one F-20 has been ordered.

When the F-4Ds were assigned to
Fresno in September 1983, the Na-
tiona! Guard Bureau in Washing-
ton, D.C., called them “a short-term
replacement for the F-106."

Regular Air Force F-106s sta-
tioned at Castle Air Force Base near
Atwater were replaced late in 1983
by F-13s.

The F-15, F-16, and the F-20 all
are quieter than the F-4D Phantom.
The newer jets also leave less
smoky exhaust than the Phantoms.

In praise of Guard

Regarding the article [Sept. 7] on
the Air Guard investigation:

‘It seems Aguiar and Sebra “pro-
testeth too much.”

If the 1984 investigation which re-
sulted in Aguiar's being forced to
retire and Sebra’s being transferred
were made public we might have a
better insight into why these. men
are trying to cause trouble for the
Fresno Air Guard. :

As for bad-mouthing the week-
enders, the Guard d not func-
tion without them. They are what
the Guard is all about. The recruit-
ing and training of these young men
and women to be ready to serve on
command make the Guard a credit
to our country and our community.

I thank the Fresno Air National
Guard for being there.

ANNA MAE LUMSDEN.
Fresno.
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‘Freedom’s ring’

In regards to Marjorie Knight's
letter about airport noise [Aug. 29] I
wish to say that I empathize with
her. As a student at Fresno State I
know there are times when we have
to have a “moment of silence” as '
the F-4 Phantom jets kick on their
afterburners as they skyrocket to
the heavens. There is no point even :
attempting to talk over the din. Af-
ter a moment or two, the jets are
gone and we continue with the busi-
ness at hand.

But does Ms, Knight know that
down at the air terminal there are
men who sit on vigil with helmets
within reach, their jets on the flight
line, fueled, armed and waiting?
These posts are manned 24 hours a
day, seven days a week, 365 days a |
vear. They are manned by men who
stand their watches because they
care about you and me, our chil-
dren and our children’s children to
come.

When the calls for action ring,
these men are ready. As they :
Iscramble into the jets they do not !
know if it is another drill or the
“real thing.” They only know that in
four minutes they will be over the
Pacific in aging jets ready to risk
their lives for us.

Thomas Jefferson once said, “The
tree of liberty must, from time to:
time, be watered with the blood of
patriots.” The fliers of these instru-
ments of war, of death and destruc-
tion. are willing to risk their blood
to water this most beautiful tree
that grows in our own land and
spreads its limbs to other lands to
offer shelter. ;

If these men, as well as all the,
men and women in the reserves and
on active duty, are willing to offer
up themselves as the ultimate sacri-
fice, I wonder if Marjorie Knight
would be willing to offer up a small
one: The next time fighter jets catch
you in the storm of their ascent,
revel in the blissful noise, For if you |

listen very carefully, you will hear - .

in the din the bright peal of free- :

dom's ring. ¥
ENRY COLE STAGE,

5eprig Army ROTC.



‘Be thankful’ for Air Guard jets

Most of us get up every moming
and love to sit down at breakfast
reading the momning newspaper.
But how many of us have to read
some type of criticism about our
~ab, something we believe in, every

7?2 The members of the Air Na-
wonal Guard have to.

People complain about the “jet
noise,” particularly that due to ANG
jets. Those people should be thank-
ful that those ANG jets are ours,
and not the Soviets'.

The Air Guard not only flies jets
to protect our coast, but they’re also
there whenever there's a national or
state emergency requiring immedi-
ate attention and support. This in-
cludes everything from floods, fires,
and earthquakes to civilian aircraft
emergencies.

Another thing people don’t con-
sider is the economic contribution
the local ANG base has made to the
city of Fresno. In a conservative es-
timate, this amounts to over $20
million every fiscal year. That’s not
including the money that goes out
on food that the members buy, the
taxes they pay, or the cars or homes
they buy.

I would think that the people of
Fresno would be proud to have the
ANG base here. For those people
who live near the base and hear the
roise — the ANG jet noise and the

airline jet noise — the base was.
established here in 1955 and the”
airport was built here in the 1940s.”
At the time the base was built, there™
was nothing but atres and acres.of;
vineyards in the surrounding area. .,

Personally, I get very upset when.
people don't appreciate the things™
the Air Guard does. My husband®
flies the F-4, fighting beside other:
men for something he believes iny

and, 1 hope, the rest of Fresno be- .

lieves in. He and all the other ANG
members have volunteered to put-
their lives on the line for our great.
country, should it ever come to that.”
1t’s too bad the only recognition the>
ANG gets is a bunch of nasty letters*
in the newspaper. It's pure selfish--
ness! B
I'm a proud member of the Air
Guard myself, and I hope that the
selfish complainers of this city real-
ize that the base serves a very im-;
portant purpose for the city, state, .
and country and cannot be moved
just because they personally want it-
to be moved. So if there is still a¢
complaint, tell it to the realtor who -
obviously showed you the house ei-.,

ther on a Sunday or in the fog,” "

when the jets aren't flying. T just~
say, be thankful that the stars on™

.those jets are white and not red. . -7
TAMMIE GAEDICKE. ,» =

Clovis.
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Air Guard at FAT

Gordon Knight [letter Dec. 30]
states that the Air National Guard is,
exempt from local regulations. The
truth is that the Guard cooperatés
with the local civilian authorities to
the greatest extent possible while
still carrying out its mission of pro-
tecting our nation. " \

Mr. Knight's plan to have the
fighter-type aircraft of our Fresno
unit operate out of Castle AFB-
would not work in a national emer-:
gency due to the difference in oper-.
ational problems and logistics in-
volved in getting huge bombers and,
small fighter-type aircraft airborne
and to their respective battle posi~
tions while attempting to use the
same airfield. Also the matter of
dispersal is important for survival of
enough aircraft and crews to be
able to do their job. Perhaps Mr.
Knight should study what happened
on Oahu Dec. 7, 1941. o

Mr. Knight suggests flying our
firefighting tankers out of another
airport. Where does he expect 10
find the necessary runways and

ound support facilities for this
ine endeavor aimed at preserving
our beautiful forests? We also need
the civilian helicopters at FAT that
protect our crops that are the back-
bone of our valley economy.

He talks about the proliferation of
the private aircraft sector. He needs
to check his facts because the num-
ber of private aircraft has been de-
clining for over a decade.

Mr. Knight wants to limit the
operations of the Army National
Guard helicopter station at FAT. We
need the helicopters available and
in good condition in case of war, or
local or national emergency.

[t is to Fresno County’s great ad-
vantage that Mr. Ralph Tonseth is
carrying on the great program of
airport expansion which was started
and nurtured since the late 1940s by
retired airport supervisor Wilmer
Garrett,

The fine men, women and offi~
cers of our National Guard deserve
our support and respect in their en-
deavors to protect our nation, and
Mr. Knight's right to complain. --°

Rememober, it will be time to wor-
ry when we can no longer complain
or l}_ear our local “minutemen of the
air.

NORMAN “SUNNY™
SUNDSTROM. -~
Fresno. o



Air Guard role /77~ m~1

To make the analogy bemeguhe
plight of the homeless and the dol-
lars spent by the Fresno Air Natidn-'
al Guard is ridiculous! EO

A citizen of Afghanistan, Czecho-,
slovakia, or Poland would never be_
permitted to question the distribu-*
tion of funding by the government.

o X 't A

The letter written by Mr. Robert--
son [March 8] only reinforces the .
fact that the mission of the ANG'is
to defend his right to believe what-
ever he or any citizen chooses.

To say that the threat of an air
strike, or a strike by any method;’ “For
Ionger exists is laughable. I t
that it’s ludicrous for Mr. Robertson
to assume that the men and women |
of the ANG train for meaningless
reasons. The threat against, he
American way of life always exists.
whether we are at peace or at’war.
This is, to me, a far from meanipg-_

less reason for the daily flights of.i-

aircraft from the base over mv_
home. sk
ifi
It is the responsibility of the ANG'
to insure that the rights of all
citizens, rich, poor, homeless, or
sheltered, be defended at all tunes
regardless of circumstance. o°

PATRICIA M. CROW"

Fresno. ey

ANG and F-16s

1 wonder where the Fresno Air-
National Guard and fellow Fresnans
are receiving the information that it’
will be the first ANG unit in the’
nation to receive F-16 fighter planes.
[expected early in 1989]. T am a
former member of the Vermont Air
National Guard. In July 1986 the Air
Guard base in Winooski, Vt., began
to replace its F-4s with the remark-:
able new F-16s.

I am curious to know the source:
of this misinformation about the
Fresno ANG. Doesn't this make'
pro-m:htary people a bit skeptical of-
the nation’s defense mechanism? In,
what other areas is the United
States Air Force feeding American
people with false information?

Fresno.  LISA Y. LIMOGE. -
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Fresno unit
n/cg 1st to get

updated F-16s’

IR ¢ 7
By CHARLES McCARTHY . 5 -
Bee staff writer s

.

The Fresno-based Air Natidha:l
Guard 144th Fighter-Interceptor .

‘Wing will not be the first Air Guard -

or Reserve unit to get F-16A and
F-16B jet fighters, but it will be
among the earliest units, Pentagon
officials said last week. 5
Rep. Charles "Chip" Pashayan,
D-Fresno, had announced last
month that the Fresno-based 144th
Fighter Interceptor Wing would be
the first unit of its kind to receive
the re;urbished and updated F-16
air defense fighters, inning in
fiscal year 1985?1 e i
Last week, Air Guard officials
said that information was technical-
ly correct but could have been mis:
understood. During a Fresno néws
conference last month announcing

See F-16s, Page 83 :
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Continued from Page B1

the changeover, Pashayan referred
to a letter he received early in Feb-
ruary from Air Force Secretary E.C.
Aldnidge Jr.

In his letter, Aldridge assured
Pashayan that: “The Air National
Guard is planning for the 144th
Fighter-Interceptor Wing at Fresno
to be the first ANG air defense F-¢
unit to receive the F-16 air defense
fighter. We expect to complete con-
verting all ANG air defense F-4
units by the end of 1992."

A National Guard Bureau spokes-
man said last week that two Oregon
Air Guard units flying older F-4Cs
will get F-16s ahead of Fresno.
Fresno probably will be the first
unit using F-4Ds to convert.

The 1960s-vintage McDonnell-
Douglas F-4s in various modifica-
tions and models have been main-
stays in both U.S. and allied air

forces in both fighter-interceptor
and tactica! artack fighter roles. The
last F-4 rolled off the St. Louss pro-
duction line in 1979, but Mitsubishi
in Japan was building updated F4s
for the Japanese Defense Forces as
late as three vears ago.

One Air Guard tactical fighter
unit in South Carolina has been fly-
ing the General Dynamics F-16A
and F-16B models since 1984, and
at least three more tactical fighter
units have been scheduled to re-
ceive F-165 in the next two years,
An Air Force Reserve tactical fight-
er unit ar Hill Air Force Base near
Ogden, Utah, also operates F-16s.

Tactical fighter umits’ primary
mission is air-ground attack —
“mud shooters,” fighter-interceptor
pilots joke. (In F-15 jet designations,
a B model is a two-seat pilot train-
ing version with the same perform-
ance and control characteristics as
the single-seat A model) Maj. John
Smith in the Pentagon explained
this week that Guard air defense
units, which act as fighter-intercep-

tors, will get F-16s specially updat-
ed for fighter-interceptor missions.
The money for that updating has
been budgeted, and the first units to
get the F-16 interceptors will be
training squadrons.

The Oregon Air National Guard's
!14th Tactical Fighter Training
Squadron at Kingsley Field near
Klamath Falls is scheduled to get
interceptor F-16s in the second
quarter of fiscal 1989 — late in cal-
endar 1988. The 142nd Fighter-In-
terceptor Group at Portland Inter-
national Airport is scheduled for its
Félst‘;s in the fourth quarter of fiscal
1989.

A firm date for Fresno's transition
hasn't been set in the Pentagon.

Smith called this scheduling “real
loose ... a lot happens in budgets,
year to year.” E

About the Klamath Falls squad-
ron, Smith said, “That’s the unit
that hosts the pilots who come in
and learn to be good fighter-inter-
ceptors.”

Both Oregon Air Guard units fly
F-4Cs, planes up to two years older
than Fresno's F-4Ds, i

Smith said that if Pentagon
scheduling and budget announce-
ment patterns continue unchanged,
he expects a decision to be made in
January or February 1988 on Fres-
no's exact F-16 arrival date. He reit-
erated that officials still expect
Fresno's to be the first unit “of its
kind" to get F-16s,

Air Force Secret Aldridge's
letter to Pashayan said: “The 142nd
Fighter-Interceptor Group, parent
organization for the ANG air de-
fense training school, will be
equipped first as announced on Jan-
uary 5, 1987."

The 144th's air commander, Col. :

Al Boone, said in Fresno that he
understands “they meant the first

unit after the first two." Boone un- -

derstands that the two Oregon units
will be the first F-4 units anywhere
to get the updated F-16s.

He said other Air Guard units are

now flying or soon will be operating

F-16s. He also said he understands '

that Aldridge's letter to Pashayan |

was “not a formal commitment.”

In Washington, D.C,, Pashayan's
executive assistant, Adams,
said last week that the congressman
still stands by the letter he read in
Fresno announcing the aircraft
changeover. He echoed Smith's and
Boone's explanation that two differ-
ent kinds of Air Guard units figure
in a controversy that has arisen in
Fresno over which unit actually will
be first with F-16s.

Adams said Pashayan and Fresno

City Councilwoman Karen Hum- .
phrey “spent a lot of time with Air -

Force people back here” seekmi as-
surances that Fresno would be high
on the list of units receiving F-16s.
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Writer says Bg trfé tg giscredit ANG

Over the last several years, the
members of the 144th Fighter Inter-
ceptor™*Sng have been subjected to
1 o1 ous series of attacks by
the pen of Royal Calkins and others
on your staff. The dedication and
orofessionalism of our command-
21, maintenance nel, and air
“rew members have been ques-
ioned repeatedly, while the results
>f numerous investigations and rou-
1ne inspections showing the unit to
’e an excellent one have been ig-
:’sreéi or treated with extreme dis-

The recent attempt [story Aug.
2] to malign the memory of two
ne aviators goes well beyond the
‘ounds of fair and decent reporting
‘hich your r should be
'rmn; ly g 1o attain, and demands a

Your article presented an image
f Capt. Wesley R. Deane as a mrge-
:ss and underqualified pilot whose
Heged lack of training was hidden
\tentionally by some unknown per-
n. This image could not be fur-
ier from the truth. t. Deane
as a skilled and relatively conser-
itive pilot who enjoyed the
- his colleagues in the squadron.
1l of us who knew and flew with
m can testify to his abilities and
:dication to his profession.

That  error or series of errors
ere m. is obvious; all accidents,
1 the ground as well as in the air,

can be traced to an error by some-
agre).ss somewhere. Pinning!?set of

ona man's chest does
not make g?:llgnfauible, as your
treatment of him suggests you ex-
pected him to be.

The real tragedy is that chose
to publish an article cor}:'g:mning
actions which you do not under-
stand and in the process have forey-
€r cast a shadow over the names of
two good men. Both %hn Jor-
dan and Capt. Deane to de-
vote their time and energy, and
quite htemlly_gave their lives, in the
defense of this nation. The families
and friends of these two heroes de-
serve the sympathy and of
this community. They do not de-

That two good men have died is a
tragedy; that they have been denied
the respect and honor due them is a
greater tragedy still.

THOMAS W. WESTBROOK.
Fresno.

:nae writer of this letter is a cap-
tain and pifot in the Air National
Guard. The story he es re-

to exaggerate the amount of low-al-
titude training Deane had orgoewedl.

ZIEPT %7
Placing blame for fatal ANG crash

I have had fill of The Bee's
irresponsible and insensitive cover-
age of the F-4D Phantom that
crashed near Tucson on June 13,
killing both the pilot, Capt. Wesley
R. Deane, and the weapons systems
officer, Maj. John Q. Jordan Jr.

Since that tragic accident there
have been five articles in The Fres-
no Bee and two in The Modesto Bee
and 1 have yet to find one of them
to be totally accurate, let alone
truthful.

Wess Deane was my friend, and it
causes me, as well as those who
knew him, an enormous amount of
pain to read these garbled and ac-
cusatory reports concerning his
qualifications and integrity.

Cindy Deane (his wife) was told
at the time of the accident that the
Air Guard feels this type of accident
was caused by mechanical failure,
not pilot error; but Cindy wasn’t
looking to place blame. She didn’t
want to sue anybody. Wess had al-
ways told her that the danger factor
involved in flying fighter jets was all
part of the military they had
learned to accept it.

But now the reports are trying to
turn things around. The final inves-
tigation has not been completed, yet
The Bee is already drawing their
own implied conclusions. They are
drawing attention away from the re-
sponsibility of the Air Guard and it
appears that they are placing blame
on Wess. The Bee has reported that
“Air Force Officials say that
Deane’s training records had been
falsified ..." They protect them-
selves by not actually using any
names but it looks as though they
prefer not to look within — it's
much easier and politically safer to
ﬁ:ace the blame on the 27-year-old

id pilot. Especially with all the at-

tention the movie “Top Gun” has
generated, it’s real easy to set Wess
up as some hot-dog pilot who was

cocky and had decided that the .

training regulations didn’t apply to
him. y
Although none of this has been |
written in these exact words, the ’
general idea has sure come
loud and clear. And you can bet that
no matter what retractions may ap-
pe:nroncethle;d' th 'onsare;;:;
tually complet e damage
already been done.

Those of us who knew Wess real-

i

ize that there is no possible truthto |
those allegations — Wess Deane *

would never falsify or even exag-

gerate an official document. He was

extremely honest and conscientious
and he took his various roles in life
seriously. He always believed in do-
inﬁhisverybest,andasfaraslm
tell he did just that.

It saddens me that his family has
to endure the added pain brought
on by these inclo}nc:‘tlasivlg and accu-
satory reports. If only these report-
ers would put half the amount of
integrity and pride into their work
that Capt. Deane put into his per-
haps the media wouldnt have the
sleazy and unreliable reputation
that it has today.

VICKIE THAXTER.
Fresno.

The Bee's sfory Aug. 12 made

clear that Air Force safety officials -

did not indicate who was responsi-
ble for falsifying Capt. Deane’s
training records. The report faulted
ANG management for not having a

system to confirm that training mis-

sions took place.



Fre:no

An F4D Phantom jet was on display Saturday.

Air terminal holds open house

Fresno's government went back
to the basics of flying Saturday at a
Fresno Air Terminal open house —
Mayor Dale Doig and City Council
members went up in 2 hotair
batloon.

“The most profound thing I can
say is we all survived,” Doig said
after alighting from the wicker
basket of the tethered balloon.

Councilwoman Karen Humphrey,
whose district encompasses the air
terminal, said she’d like to ride a
balloon long distance, not just over
the air terminal taxiway.

“That's when you campaign for
president,” said her husband, Ken
Catk

“Cut the rope,” said Fresno
Alrports Director Ralph Tonseth.

_Not long after the members of
city government had ascended and
descended, the custodians of the
Pacific Southwest Airlines ballcon
folded up their aerostat and
departed, A misdirected blast of hot
air had burned two holes in the
fabric of the balloon.

Tonseth said the purpose f the
open house was to give people a
chanee to spend time at the airport
and to understand how it was run.

Shortly after the open house
started, Tonseth estimated that
several hundred people were
wandering around the taxiway
looking at aircraft on display, from
the 1926 “'Spirit of Fresno™ to an F-
4D Phantom jet fighter-interceptor.

Letters to the Editor |

‘Unite’ behind air national guard l

I am writing to voice my absolute
disgust over the controversy
surrounding the aircraft noise and
possible relocation of the Air
National Guard. A few outspoken
individuals who basically only
represent themselves have seen fit
to share their ideas and solutions to
what otherwise would not even be a
problem. The letter by Jeff Covey
[June 11] is indicative of the
uninformed and ill-advised manner
in which these few individuals
operate. I will address the issues he

raised

Mr. stated the Phantoms
are difficult to see because of the
camouflage.

Point of fact: The camouflage,
green and brown, was used to
disguise the aircraft during low-
level missions from other aircraft at
high altitude. When viewed from
approximately the same altitude, or
from below the dark colors actuaily
are more visible in contrast to the
light blue sky.

Mr, Covey stated approach and
departure speeds are significantly
greater than other aircraft
operating at Fresno.

Point of fact: The approach and
departure speeds are within 20 knots
of most civilian commercial
carriers.

Mr. Covey expressed concemn
over structural failures,

Point of fact: Statistically, the
odds are extremely remote.
Additionally, we at Fresno have the
best maintenance on the North
American continent. This has been
demonstrated at the last two
biennial William Tell Competitions
where our crews were awarded
“Best Overall Maintenance."

Mr. Covey expressed concern
over a possible mid-air collision.

Point of fact: | share his concern.

The fact remains that in May the§
traffic count at the Fresno Air!
Terminal was 19,599. The Air Guard
accounted for less than 600 of the
1,183 military movements. This
represents approximately 3 percent
of the total traffic. All FAD traffic
is handled under Stage II radar
which provides the optimum degree
of traffic separation. Additionaily,
the F4 is equipped with an IFF
interogator which displays on the F4
radar the position of aircraft using a
transponder.

The most significant degradation
to safety is the large number of
civilian piiots, student or otherwise,
who fly around uncontrolled.
Statistics of nationwide incidents
and accidents will support this fact,
In response to his remark g
the flying of “heavily armed"
aircraft, we do not routinely fly
training missions with armament on
board ‘

To Mr. Covey, Mr. Fischer and ‘
the remaining few, I would only add
that a little knowledge is a
dangerous thing. 1 am calling for |
the City Council and the people of
Fresno to ‘'‘upite” behind the
Califomia Air National Guard and
support its efforts to grow with the
community.

MAJ. NELSON T. SEBRA,

California Air National Guard,
chief of training;
F-4D instructor pilot.

Clovis.
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Thank them, instead

In to W.T. Harper’s letter |
[Jan. 18] about the Air National |
Guard's usefulness at the Fresno |
Air Terminal: ,

Harper wrote that no part of the
144th Fighter Intercepter Wing has :
ever been called into a national cri- |
sis. All I can say is, thank God we
haven't had an emergency in which
they would be needed.

These men and women have been
based in Fresno for a reason. They
are here to prevent any foreign air-
craft from straying into our air-
space. So far they've done an excel- |
lent job, haven't they?

r went on to say we here in
Fresno suffer from “ear-shattering
noise” from these fighters when
they leave on a “meaningless mis-
sion.” :

Although I don't live by the air
terminal, 1 do live under the usual
flight path. When I hear these fight-
ers I don’t think of them as being
noisy. I think of it as maybe, just
maybe, they are flying out to meet a
formation of alien aircraft who are
at that very moment heading to-
ward the California coast.

As for “meaningless missions,”
you must understand that those pi-
lots are going up to practice forma-
tion flying or ning up their
dogfighting skills, both of which
need many hours of flight time to
master.

I want to ask a question of the
people who live around the air ter-
minal who complain about it being
too loud: Was the Air Terminal
there when they moved into that
area?

Profitable or not, the Air National
Guard is there to protect us. So
instead of hasslin Guard, why
not write a letter thanking them for
risking their lives to protect us.

DENNIS BRUNO.

Fresno.

Ground himJ A~ %
The photo of Councilman Chri
Petersen [Jan. 15] standing, clip
board in hand, beside a Nationa
Guard Phantom jet could well be
construed to indicate that he was
preparing to take off on a lofty anc
Important mission. One might spec.
ulate that Chris, bored, with the
mundane issues at City Hall, ar-
dently desired to confront whatever
might be a meaty and decisive chal-
lenge, preferably something the
electorate had rejected.
Providentially, it appears, in this
same Bee there was something on
Cloud 9 demanding attention and
courageous action: it was proposed
that Yalta be considered ag the sis-
ter city of Fresno in a non-nuclear
treaty. Shades of Munich and Pots-
dam! If there are readers to whom
the names of said cities is insignifi-
cant, please join Chris in a review

- of World War II history. In a nut-

shell, Yalta was the place whe
FDR and Churchill gage the rza.no::he
to Stalin.

When one gets down to where we
Fresnans live, concern is not about
low-flying aircraft, guided with
peaceful intent, nor lofty utopian
dreams without substance, but how
the City Council can handle the
challenges and the promising op-
portunities in one of the fastest-
growing cities of America.

Council members should regrou
and rejoin their wing commandeg:
down on the ground, good Fresno
turf, and get their feet once again
firmly planted on the earth, There-
by they may prove their worth.

GLEN BRADFORD.

Fresno.

~— X g‘ 6’/
Air Guard’s mission

If ignorance is indeed bliss, then
Mr. Harper [letter Jan. 18] must be
ecstatic.

In the same amount of time he
spent questioning “whether the Air
Guard 15 of value to the defense of
the nation,” he might have easily
learned that the Air Guard provides
most of the air defense for the Unit-
ed States, and that the Air Force is
turning over virtually all of the air
defense to the Air Guard in the next
few years.

Mr. Harper could also have
learned that the Fresno Air Guard
isn’t a unit that must be “called up.”
The Air Guard already has an active
mission, 24 hours a day. It performs
North American Air Defense (NO-
RAD) alert from its Fresno base and
its detachment at George Air Force
Base in Victorville. The area for
which it is responsible covers thou-
sands of square miles from the
Mexican border near Yuma to the
coast off of Monterey Bay.

When air crews are on alert and a
scramble horn sounds, the air crews
must be airborne immediately to in-
tercept any unknown aircraft. The
reason might be a lost aircraft, an
aircraft in distress, or, worse case, a
penetration of U.S. airspace by in-
coming enemy aircraft.

As the United States and Soviet
Union sign treaties banning ICBMs,
the potential threat from cruise mis-
siles increases. The only defense
against these cruise missiles is the
Air Guard on their “meaningless |
missions” in their “outmoded air-
craft.” i

Mr. Harper has done the Air
Guard a great disservice. He should -
be glad to excuse the “ear-shatter-
ing noise” so that the Air Guard can |
protect him and his family, his way
of life, and his right to voice his
opinion, blissful as it may be.

Perhaps Mr., Harper and others
concerned about the Air Guard’s
mission should take the opportuni-
ty, as I did, to tour the Fresno facili-
ty and learn the facts about what it
is they do and why they do it.

JEAN-MARIE MUNDAY.
Clowis.




Jet-crash 7=
widow fights
for answers

By AMY PYLE
Bee Capitol bureau

SACRAMENTO — Grief arrived
with two men in uniform who told
“Toni Jordan the Air National Guard
jet on which her husband was a
weapons olficer had nose-dived into
the Arizona desert.

Bat disbeliel came two months
later when Jordan learmned through
an article in The Bee that the jet's

Guard F4
flights for
the VIPs

By ROYAL CALKINS
Bea staff writer

pilat — Wesley Deane of Modest:
— may have lacked T {rining
for the mission, which an Air Force

daméd on o
mncsno Alr &::d base,

Ever since the June 13, 1987,
erash, Jordan and her mother, Billie
Minasian of Sacramento, have dedi-
cated themselves to finding out why
John Jordan Jr. died.

They sav they have been repeat-
edly sr 4 and misled by the Air
Guard, cven after hs of

One of the California Na-
tional Guard's most effective
public relations tools has
heen to invite the right peo-
pie to ride in the back seats
of F4 Phantom fighter jets
during training flights.

A number of Fef passens
gers have described their su-
prsonic flights a8 once-in-u-
ifetime thrills,

lefter wiung and aﬁpwls 10 every-
one from Gov. Deukmejian 1o Rep.
Robert Matsui, D-Sacramento, they
still have not gotten any straight

answers.
Last fall, they filed wrongful-
death claims against the California
Asr National Guard, the Tucson-
area Air Force base from which
John Jordan flew the day of the
crash, and against the state. The
claims were rejected in January.
Now they have turned their r
toward trying to derail the -
ment of a new state military ser-
vices director — acling Adjutant
Gen. Robert Thrasher. ;
“Toni Jordan, 33, plans to testify
against Thrasher at a Senate Rules
Committee hearing Wednesday, ad-
ding an unusual twist to what woulkd
ordwnarily have been a routine con-
firmation hearing. ;
“How can [ not?” Jordan said last
week of her decision to speak be-
fore the committee. “How can [ sit
back here and not et them know
what's been happening?”™
The state's military-services di-
Teclor oversees operations of more
than 26,000 army and air guards,
most of whom are part-time “week-
end warriors.” They u;ain to_back
up the regular military lorces in any
asack on the United States and are
called out during natural disasters,

S 2 oX-
ecutive Maynard Nelson said
his view of the Guard before
his recent flight was “that
they were a bunch of guys
who got together once in a
while in the desert to drink
beer.” Now, he says, he g
spects the Californin Gu

cated

as a crucial and sophisti
P of U.S. def
But the blic relations
flights, also as ic

affairs flights or VIP fl
are lixely to be culled into
question {his week when the
Senate Rules Committee be-
ins confirmation hearings
or California’s acting adju-
tant general,  Robert
Thrasher. Thrasher is Gov.

Sen VIPS , back page

such as the 1987 wildfires,

Deukmejian appointed Thrasher,
51, to the post lgx"’loMamh, after he
had served as assistant director for
four years.

Jordan believes that as second in
command, Thrasher should have
known about the inadequacies at

See Widow , back page

Widow

Continued from Pago A1

the Fresno Air Guard base, which
were spelied out in the Air Force
report of her hushand’s accident,

The report found that the pilot,
27-year-old Wesley Deane of Mo-
desto, was not qualified for the
tricky Jow-altitwde flight, bat that
his records in Fresno had been
changed to make him appear more
experienced. It concluded that his
lack of recent tramning on the tem-
peramental Fe4 jets might have
caused him to accidentally stall the
plane, leading to the crash,

Guard spokesman Maj. Steven
Mensik said Thrasher was too b'lsi
to return calls Friday and Mensi
said that he could not comment on
the Air Force r because it had
not been officially redeased.

However, Mensik did dispule the
assumption that records had been
tampered with. He said Fresno pi-
lots used to keep their own training
logs and Deane might have made a
mistake on his.

Even though the Air Force report
is stamped as undassified informa-
tion, Jordan and Minasian were
never able to get a copy of it
through official Guard channels,
But an unmarked copy arrived in

their mail one day-
When she read the , Jordan
said, “Everything started to foll into

place: why they hadn't returmed my
calls or my Jetters.”

According to Mensik, strict proto-
col out of Washington, D.C., has
prevented the state Guard from re-
sponding 1o all of Jordan's requests.

“Sometimes we have to say we
can’t redease that information. We
are forbidden,” he said. "We ook
like we're trying to hide something,
conceal something, but it's not
true.”

The Sacramentp women's ordeal
has been worsened by what they

consider personal slights by Guard
officials — a military chaplain who
never followed up on promises to

keep in touch, tardy letters of con-
dolences, and discharg mpas that
said Jordan still d recalled
for service.

Then there was the military coun-
selor who came 1o their home the
day before John Jordan's funeral to
do a psychological evaluation of his
actions in the days leading up to the
fatal crash. They said the counselor
completed her imervie\; with Toni
Jordan giving graphic descrip-
tions of ‘)ynym the lw%m men had died,
a detail that still causes mother and
daughter to cry.

Perhaps the hardest thing for
them to accept is that at least two
Fresno Guard members say they
had alerted commanders (o man-
agement and training problems
months before the fatal crash,

Maj. Nelson Sebra of Fresno con-
tends that in the fall of 1986 he tokd
several ¢ ders that op
and safety deficiencies at the Fres-
no base would lead 1o “an accident
involving a younger air crew and
that training would be a factor.”

Jordan said her husband had
hinted al simular concerns before
his death. He should have known,
she soid. He had served in the Air
Force full time for 12 years before
going back to school at Sacramento
State University and joining the
Guard. He hnd been awarded the
Distinguished Flying Cross twice
for service in Vietnam.

A 1986 National Guard inw:slig
tion into charges by Sebra and t
past commander of the Fresno base,
retired Brig. Gen. Edward Aguiar,
turned up several concemns about
command and air-crew discipline.

Mensik said Theasher was aware
of Sebra’s predictions, but de-
scribed them as more lucky guess-
ingg than fact.

VIPs
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Deukmejian’s choice to m?noc
retired &en. Willard Shank as
commander of the state’s Air
and Army Guard.

Past and present Gusird mem-
hers oppasing Thrasher’s confir-
mation have complined to the
Senate that there are too many
flights and that the criteria for
picking passengers arc too
Vague-

Long-term statistics are not
available, but Guard records for
the past four months show cight
such flights at the Air Guard unit
at March Air Force Base near
Riverside and two af Fresno's sur
unit.

‘The recent F- p wers at

Aguiar was foread 1o relire in
1984 following an investigation
into a long st of minor impro-
prieties at the Fresno base. That
mvestigation put him at odds
with the Guard's top command,
including Thrasher.

Aguiar said last week that
weapons officers, who normally
fly in the back seat of the two-
person planes, have difliculey
tiying oftien enough to meet
Guard regulations,

“Flight time is at a premium,”
he said.

Guard regulations on the sub.
ject are not entirely dear, They
prohibit flights that are intended
“solely to improve relstions amd
increase good will”™ but do not
appear to prohibit civilian pas-
sengers on nighzs_thm are con-

March were two members of
Gov. Deukmeian's staff, former

W missions for 1he
pilats,
‘U:S. Defense Department reg-

pr ball player
Steve . two executives of
the Calife Angels baseball
team, the director of the State
Printing Office, a Guard member
whose father is officially listed
as missing in action in Vietnam,

and Nelson, a past wdent of
the Sacramento Chamber of
Commerce.

The Fresno S were
Clovis Mayor g:n'y 'oodward
and Madera developer Dave Ber-

ry. Woodward was on board
when the Fresno unit performed
@ fiyover duﬁ%« Veterans
gy parade in in Novem-

Lt. Col. James Arthur, spokes-
man for the Fresno base, said
Woodward qualified *for obvious
reasons,” meaning his mayoral
position, and qualified be-
cause of his prominence in civic
and charitable affairs.

Arthur said previous Fed pas-
sengers from Fresno included
City Councilwoman Karen Hum-
phrey, Rep. Charles “Chip”
:ashayan. R-!-'l‘v:sm)l . and The

resno Bee's military reporter,
Charles McCarthy.

Maj. Steven Mensik, spokes-

man for the California National

specifically adopted by
the National Guard, state that
“travel or transporiation for pub-
lic affairs purposcs must be de-
termined to be primarily in the
interests of the Department of
Defense, Travel which is de-
signed to improve relations or
increase good wiil does not meet
the criteria for public affairs
travel.” Mensik added that the
Guard is prohibited from armang-
ingz flights in exchange foe any
type of services.

He said he dad not know why
flights were arranged for Deuk-
mejian's personal secretary, Lau.
e BarbianWard; Richard Da-
vis, assistant to Deukmejian's
chief of staff; or the men con-
nected to major league baseball,

John Sevano, director of publi-
cations for the California Angels
baseball team, said he and An.
¥els publicist Tim Mead were

iven flights because they
ped arrange for former Ane
gels center fielder Gary Pettis o
make public-service announce-
ments for the Guard,

Sevano said he undecstands

that (Iizm;\'y formerly of the Los

Guard, denied the flights are ar-
ral for political purposes or,
as Thrasher crifics suggest, to
help Thrasher win Senate confir-
mation.

“These flights are for people
who are supportive of Guard
programs and who have or need
a degree of understanding of our
mission,” Mensik said. He
stressed that the flights are for
educational purposes, not public
refations.

Brig. Gen. Fdward Agwiar, a
past commander of the Fresno
unit who has harshly criticized
Thrasher in the past, is one who
opposes the F-4 Mights.

“These are tactical weapons,
not pleasure ships, and when
they have a cvilian passenger,
that means an officer is missing
a chance for a training flight,
Aguiar said. *If the idea is to
build good will, hell, why don’t
they just give everyone a ride.”

s dodiers and San Diego
Padres, was given a ride becouse
he also made recruitment adver.
tisements for the Guard, Pettis is
scheduled to receive his rde in
the near future, Sevano said.

“It's the Guard’s way of saying
“Thank you,” ™ Sevano said,

Barbian-Ward and Davis could
not be reached for comment,

Neison, the Sacramento insur-
ance executive, said he was give
en 2 nide because be had taken
part in a Guard pulllic relations
campaign by touring a Guard
road-buiding project in Hondu-
ras in 1986,

Don Male, who heads the
State Printoygg Office in Sacr-
mento, saxd he had expressed in-
terest i a flight while meeting
with Guard officials about pro. |
duction of 2 Guard publication,

“1 told them I'd love to go up
in a jet and they pul me on the
list,” Male sand,

*1 could make {hose same predice
tions based on statistics and know
I'm right,® Mensik said. “Will there
be another crash? Yes. Will it be the
result of a safety problem or a
maintenance problem? No, Will a
pilot make a mistake? Yes.”

In addition to the accident that
killed Jordan and Deane, two other
air crashes occurred last year. One,
irwotving another F-4, took two
lives, and cight people walked away
from a helicopter crash.

Sebra and iar have told the
Senate Office of Research they also
plan to testify against Thrasher.

But Jordan and the other critics
face a mountain of support for
Thrasher.

A number of state senators have
served under Thrasher in the Guard
and Rules Commitiee members ale
ready have received letters of praise
for him from influential sources,

Besides predictable backing by
the state ional Guard Associa-
tion, the Sergeant Majors Assocta-
tion and the Depariment of Veter-
ans Affairs, Thrasher was lauded by
the Office of E ney Services
for providing Guar i in
fighting the 1987 wildfires.




Jét crash probe

faults training "~

7 AMY PYLE
Bee Capitol bureau

SACRAMENTO — An Air Na-
tional Guard investigation re-
leased over the weekend backs
up earlier indications that the pi-
let in a Fresno Air Guard jet
crash lacked sufficient recent ex-
perience to fly at low altitudes.

Pilot Wesley Deane, 27, of Me-
desto and weapons officer John
Jordan Jr.,, 39, of Sacramento
were consumed by a fireball last
June when their F-¢ Phantom
dove into the ground during a
low-altitude maneuver near
Green Valley, Ariz.

Similar findings in an earlier
report by the U.S. Air Force led
investigators to blame lapses in
Deane’s training for the acci-
dent. That document has never
officially been released, but was
leaked to The Fresno Bee in Au-

g‘.guard officials on Monday
were quick to discount the sig-
nificance of their own investiga-
tion, saying that they believe the
jet crashed because it stalled at a
high altitude — above 10,000
feet. 2
“Where the aircraft fell into
trouble, he [Deane] was

See Jet, back page

Continued from Page At

well-qualified.” said Maj. Steve
Mensik. *Whether he was current
or not in low altitude had nothing to
do with that mishap.”

Senate staff members said con-
cerns raised by the new report and
by Jordan's widow, Toni, were seri-
ous enough to prompt the Deukme-
Jian administration to postpone un-
ul March 2 a hearing for the guard’s
top official. Originally the hearing
for state Military Department direc-
tor Gen. Robert Thrasher had been
set for Wednesday,

Donna Lucas, the governor’s dep-
uty press secretary, described the
date switch as merely a “question of
convenience,” primarily because
this week Capitol attention is fo-
cused on the state treasurer’s ap-
pointment.

In the new report, actually dated
Aug. 20, the Air Guard disclosed
Ea; Deane had mnssed;t ndsmt;: of 12

ight training weeke in the vear
before the crash. It said ke was hay-
ing trouble “keeping current” in
both low-altitude anf i To-
cedures because he had moved to
Chicago to work as an American
Airlines pilot.

“What he did was what we sée all
the time,” said Col. Robert Boehrin-
ger in a sworn statement included
in the Air Guard report. “A guy
goes to the airlines [and] has a six-
or eight-month period where he
doesn’t participate as much as we
like."

Officially the Air Guard. which
trains to help in natural disasters
and to back up regular military in
case of an attack, requires that its
parttime members live within 55
miles of their base. However, ex-
ceptions to that rule are fairly com-
mon.

Another Fresno Guard official, Lt,
Col. Al Tichenor, said he had
learned of Deane’s move to Chicago
Less than two weeks before the acci-

ent,

“l was concerned what was hap-
pening with his flying.” Tichenor
said.

The day before Deane was sent to
Arnizona, Tichenor said he “tracked
him down” to talk about the situa-

TTTawW. AW G WENTEE UILY  Eu
reassured him that he could handle
the Arizona mission. e
Other statements from various %
Fresno and Arizona Guard officers "
explained that while Deane was “a
damed good pilot,” even his traifs
ing at pilot school in the earky 19804+ :
had been short on low-altitude <
training. ’b'i N
It also found that Deane’s flying |
logs made it appear that he ‘was |
up-to-date in all uses of the Fs. .
which the report blamed on ‘poor I
record-keeping practices in Fresno,

“There was no internal control to |
ensure accuracy of log entries,” the
report said. “No provisions were °
miade for matching events [logged]
with those actually flown.” : :

Two weeks after the fatal crash,
the Fresno unit started a new pro-
cess where 2 pilot’s logs are check-
ed by two other people, More re- _
cently, a computer cross- ing '
system was installed.

Toni Jordan and her mother, Bil-
lie Minasian, maintzin that manag- - |
ers at the Fresno Air Guard base .
and at its umbrella organization, the-,
state Military Department, knew
about problems before the accident, -

They repeat the complaints of
Mz2j. Nelson Sebra, formerty sta-
tioned at the Fresno base, which led =~
to a 1986 Air Force investigation of -
the unit. Results of that i iga-
ton were largely itive but t}
Air Force did point out several
shortfalls in management and train- -
ing practices. -

Sebra also has said he was told
that Deane’s records were altered
after the accident, to insulate Fres-
no Guard management from liabili-
ty. However, the Air Guard report
said it could not substantiate those
accusations because “the alleged
gzeewjmes would not reveal his -
identity.” R

However, witnesses did tell the
Air Guard investigarors that even
though Deane’s records were sealed’
within hours of the accident, they
were recpened several times,

“They were unsealed several
times as we added stuff to it,” Boeh-
ringer said. “But they weren't
touched to my knowledge by any-
one.”

e



‘Tiresome’ criticism |
(G FELES
How long is this community go-|
ing to beat a dead horse? The con- |
troversy over the Air National
Guard and the noise generated by
the F4 is becoming tiresome and
redundant. I'm referring to yet an-
other letter [Feb. 14] written by
Rosalie Rowe.

She asks why the ANGis sta-
tioned in the middle of 2 metropoli-
tan area. The fact is and has been
(if Ms. Rowe would read about the
subject she so objects to) that the
ANG has been at Fresno Air Termi-
nal since 1959, long before any
“metropolitan area” was anywhere
near the airport. It was established
years ago that communities tend to
grow towards airports, airports are
not put in the middle of communi-
ties.

As for the safety issues, the ANG
is considered, and investigation
proves this, to be extremely safety-
conscious, and conducts its mission -
with that foremost. So come on,
Fresno and Clovis, these jets and

ple help keep this country safe

m any aggression that may come
from the skies, which makes it es-
sential to perform these “war
games™ once a month.

But most important they (the peo-
ple who work for the ANG) are part
of this community and are willing to
sacrifice greatly for the “quality of
life” that Ms. Rowe and others may
feel is being destroyed.

PAT CROW.

Fresno.

Y AGEELS SR
Guard protection
Regarding Rosalie Rowe’s ”letter
[Feb.g 12] “Protests Guard jets™: that
“dreadful noise” she is complaining
about is peace and contentment to

the majority of the people. It is a
shame that she considers that it

i t peaceful, quiet, quality of
wipes out pe qu g%' all

life. It is protecting the peace O
citizens, whether she knows it or
not. :
As for the “thousands of tax dol-
lars,” those dollars are well spent.
To be good at any endeavor, one
needs practice.

Feb. 6 was a practice operational
readiness inspection and March 5
and 6 will be the real operational
readiness inspection. And this
means they are making sure the
Guard is ready to protect Rosalie
Rowe and everyone, if needed. I
personally am thankful to be pro-
tected, and feel safer with the
Guard up there.

GEORGE A. WIMER.
Fresno.

fZS—oz-f; \

Who's first? é*

Living northwest of the air-
port, I was interested in the
story on Rep. Pashayan's an-
nouncement that Fresno’s Air
National Guard unit has been
chosen to be the first in the
nation to get F-16 fighter
planes. I hope it is true. How-
ever, when I was in Klamath
Falls, Ore., around Christmas
time, the local media were
proclaiming that the Air
Guard unit based there would
be the first to have their F4s |-
replaced by F-16s. 1 believe "}
the representative for that
district was also claiming
credit.

Now I wonder whether oth-
er communities with Air '§
Guard units have received
similar promises. Perhaps .|
The Bee, or Mr. Pashayan, |
should look into this. -

JOHN E. MAWBY.
Fresno.

Guard officials ignored Fresno mishaps

By ROYAL CALKINS
Bee staff writer

Newly disclosed findings from a 1986 safery
investigation show that a special team of high-
ranking officers found several potentially serious
problems at the Fresno Air National Guard base
— even though it was publicly announced that no
significant concerns had been discovered.

An officizl report, written in Septembar 1936
but not released to the pubdlic, seys fighter pilots
were not disciplined for mishaps caused by im-
proper procedures and that jets were routinely
allowed to take off in the fog when visibility was
below normal Guard standards.

See Page two below

The investigative team — headed by Maj. Glen
Osgoad, the U.S. National Guard's lizison to the
Air Force's Strategic Air Command — ques-
tioned the level of discipline following several
incidents. including one in which a jet missed the
runway in the fog, damaging the aircraft and
runway lights.

The team expressed concerns about a jet
armed with live missiles running out of fuel
while the pilot was engaging in dogfight maneu-
vers, forcing a landing on a dry lake bed. The
repont says dogfighting while carryving live mis-
siles violates Guard regulations,

In a later incidant, that pilot landed in Fresno
without lowering the landing gear of his F-4 jet.
That mishap was blamed on a “"thought pattern

interruption,” and the pilot was not disciplined
for either incident.

The report aiso mentions a pilot who flew a
test flight, in bad weather, in'a plane that had
just completed major repairs. One of the two
engines failed but the pilot did not report the

roblem until he was confronted several days
ater, after other pilats had used the plane sever-
al times,

From the report, it appears the pilot did not
report the failure because he had broken regula-
tions by combining the test fligat with & training
mission.

The investigation of Fresna's 144th Fighter

See Guard, back page
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Interceptor Wing was conducted at
the request of Rep. Charles “Chip”
Pashayan, R-Fresno, after former
base commander Brig. Gen. Edward
Aguiar and training officer Maj.
Nelson Sebra alleged publicly that
safety problems were being covered
up at the Fresno base.

At the end of the inquiry, officials
of the Fresno unit and the Califor-
nia National Guard announced that
investigators had turned up no sig-
nificant concerns.

In an upbeal press conference on
Sept. G, 1986, California Guard offi-
cials released a brief, complimenta-
ry memorandum from Osgood of
the investigative team.

“There is no reason to be con-
cerned about the present manage-
ment of the 144th,” Osgood wrote.
“As for the alleged violations, |
would categorize them as simple
oversight or a breakdown of com-
munications, nothing unlike you
will find in any flying operation.”
Brig. Gen. Harold R. Hall, com-
mander of the California Air Na-
tional Guard, told the press at the
time that the allegations had been
found to be “flat untruths.”

“I'm completely satisfied,” Hall
said al the time.

Maj. Steven Mensik, spokesman
for Hall and the California National
Guard, told The Bee on Monday
that officials had not meant to mis-
lead anyone. Although the report is
dated Sept. 11, 1986, Guard officials
in California did not know until this
month that the team had wriltén a
report, Mensik said.

It came as “something of a shock™
when Guard officials in Sacramento
learned of the report, Mensik said.

Officials of the Fresno base re-

ferred all questions to Mensik..

Aguiar could not be reached for
comment Monday and Sebra de-
clined to comment.

A heavily censored version of the
report was first obtained by The
Bee and others last December. It
was released by the National Guard
headquarters in Washington in re-
sponse to a federal Freedom of In-
formation Act request filed by a
Sacramento woman, Toni Jordan,
whose pilot husband was killed
when a Fresno-based Guard fighter
crashed last June in Arizona.

The bulk of that report praised
the Fresno Guard unit, but more
than 1%2 pages of the document was
blacked out. A cover Jetter from the
National Guard in Washington ex-
plained:

“Inter-agency and intra-agency
mamarandiim which form an inte-

provided an uncensored report o
Jordan at the request of Sen. Alan
Cranston, D-Calif, The previously
censored pages contain a number of
criticisms and several suggestions
for corrective action. :

Much of the newly released infor-
mation relates to the Fresno unit's
apparent reluctance to stop flying
when fog starts settling on the Fres-
no airport.

Fresno’s wing commander, Brig.
Gen. Paul L. Carroll, was asked in
1986 what types of concerns the in-
vestigators had explored, He told
reporters; “They asked us questions
about taking off when weather is
below minimum [too cloudy or fog-
gy|. for example. We don't take off
when the weather is below mini-
mum.” The report presents 2 dilfer-
ent picture, however, and suggests
local officials attempted to mislead
the investigators.

According to the report, fighter
pilols on raining missions are not
supposed to take off when visibility
is below one mile.

The report says, “During our in-
quiry, we asked the commander, air
commander, depuly commander for
operations and fghter squadron
commander il they knew of anyone
ordering or had they ordered any
pilot to take off when the weather
was below lraining minimums.

“They categorically denied this.
When we produced evidence to the
conlrary, they admitted they used
Category A mimimums during fog
season” under some circumstances.

“Category A" means visibility is
down to a hall mile.

According to the report, the Fres-
no officials explained that takeolfs
were allowed under those condi-
tions only when Fresno pilots and
planes were needed at other. bases
to relieve flight crews who were on
alert status.

The investigators concluded that
top command officers can authorize
such takeoffs on a case-by-case ba-
sis, but that Fresno Guard officials
had improperly granted a blankel
approval. ‘

The team checked four other
Guard unifs and found that none
allowed takeoffs in marginal weath-
er when their pilots were needed to
fill in elsewhere.

“We ask the unit to consider very
carefully how they use this provi-
sion,” the report states.

While describing the 144th as a
“fine organization,” the team rec-
ommended that officials “weigh
very carefully any action which
might be perceived as bordering on
fraud, waste or abuse. '

“Weo wotlld alsa ask the unit to



Dy CHARLES McCARTHY
Boe staff wriler

President Reagan's military bud-
yel, announced today in Washing-
ton, provides for replacing 18 F-4D
Phantom jet Air National Guard
fighters now at Fresno Air Terminal
with I8 technically advanced 116
Fighting Falcon jets beginning in
July of npext year — emlier than
many Guard and cily officials ex-
pected.

In addition. the: Air Force in-
formed Rep. Charles “Chip™ Pash-
ayan, R-lFresno, late Wednesday

Budget puts new fighters
on 1989 course for FAT
/SR

/‘
égm it planned to spend $2 million

beginning in October of this year
and an additional $4.5 million n
October 1989 1o upgrade Air Guard
facilities at the Fresno Air Terminal.

F-16s will be sent to Frespo be-
ginning in October 1989, the Air
Force said in a letter to the con-
gressman, but an Air Guard spokes-
man in Fresno said the planes are
expected to begin amriving not later
than July 1980,

The F-lfis are expected to be
much quieter than the Phantoms
they will replace.

See Fighters, back page

anﬁters

Fresno City Councilwoman Karen
Humphrey, whose district includes
the Air Terminal, said she was “just
delighted, Nobody could say it was
@ done deal until it appeared in the
budget."

After a City Council resolution
asking the Defense Department to
rush the planned F-16 conversion
because of noise problems around
Air Terminal, Humphrey carried the
community's concerns to Washing-
ton early last year.

She was told that the Air Force
intended (o put F-16s in Fresno to
replace the 1966-model F-4Ds but
that the timing depended on when
money would be available to up-
grade the Air Guard facilities on the
McKinlcr Avenue side of the Air
Terminal,

While teday’s budget announce-
ment means big changes at the
Fresno Air Guard base, Lemoore
Naval Air Station spokesman Den-
nis McGrath said he expected few
surprises at the Kings County home
of the Pacific Fleet Light Attack
Wing.

Several weeks ago, the Navy an-
nounced il would cut one Lemoore-
based F/A-18 strike-fighter squad-
ron and send its aircraft to other
Navy and Marine squadrons. Within
a month, McGrath said, 155 of the
squadron’s 195 personnel will be
reassigned at Lemoore.

Other cost-cutting already antici-
pated, McGrath seid, includes early
releases from active duty, delayed
promotions and delayed transfers
for the next four months. Flying
hours also may be trimmed.

Castle Air Force Base near Mer-
ced is undertaking several cost-cul-
ting measures, including reducing
aircraft ﬂfing lime, to accommodate
a $1.3 million reduction in its annu-
al operations budget.

Other measures include trimmin,
the number of civilian employees
and lopping 30 percent from the
annual budgets of the civil engi-
neering and operations support sup-
ply acfoums. according to base offi-
cials,

The civilian staff reduction, which
will affect only 1.5 percent of the
base’s 375 civilian employees, will
be accomplished through eax;?' re-
tirements and postponement of hir-
ing.

Air Force officials announced
plans Wednesday to deactivate the
474th Tactical Fighter Wing at Nel-
lis Air Force Base outside Las
V%zas, Nev., which will slash nearly
1,500 jobs at the base.

About 12,500 people are either
stationed or employed at Nellis,
which is the home base for nearly
200 planes.

Air Force Secretary Edward
“Pete” Aldridge Jr. said the deacti-
vation will begin early next year.
Aldridge said 48 of the 66 F-16 jets
in the unit will be sent 1o reserve
forces, while the remaining 16 will
take the place of F-5 fighters cur-
rently stationed in a Nellis “aggres-
sor” unit, which uses Soviet-bloc
tactics in training exercises with
Navy and Marine fighter pilots.

The single-seat F-16As and one or
lwo I-168s — two-seat versions -

earmarked for Fresno's 144th Fight-
er-Interceptor Wing already are
serving with Air Force squadrons,
These Falcons will be replaced with
newer models and returned to de-
pots in the United States where
u:ar will be given updated radar °
and converted from fighter-bomb-
ers to fighter-interceptors.

The highly maneuverable F-16s
first entered the Air Force inventory
in 1979. The Navy now also has
begun purchasing F-16s from the
manufacturer, General Dynamics,
for use in its aggressor squadrons.

Maj. Gen. Robert Hall, California
Air National Guard commander,
confirmed late Wednesday the tim-
ing of the F-16s" arrival in Fresno
and the amounts budgeted for the
conversion. Hall was informed
about the presidential budget in u
phane call from the National Guard
Bureau in Washington.

Fresno Air Guard spokesman L1
Col. James A. Arthur said Wednes-
day that although the Reagan bud-
et anticipates F-16s in IFresno by
October 1989, the first Falcons will
be on the Fresno ramp soon after
July 1. Arthur said much of the con-
struction at the base over the pasl
two years has been done with F-16s
in consideration.

“The conversion process will ac-
tually begin three months before
the announced conversion date,”
Arthur said. “As always, we will at-
tempt to fly the F-16 utilizing the
most effective noise-abatement pro-
cedures possible, and we believe
the community will join us in wel-
coming the new aircraft.”

Councilwoman Humphrey wel-
comed the F-16 confirmation, say-
ing that it “confirms the reality” of
the Part 150 noise-control program
that assumed that the Falcons
would be introduced at the Air Ter-
minal before 1991.

“All our information indicates
that they [F-16s] will be significant-
ly quieter than the F-4," she ex-
plained.

In its late 1986 resolution, the
Fresno City Council asked the Pen-
tagon to send I-16s to the local Air
Guard wing at “the earliest possible
time.”

Pashayan's letter from the Air
Force carried some bad news, too.

Budget reductions along with the
F-16s" arrival will strip three full-
time ﬁ:udsmen. 47 weekend mili-
tary slots and 14 civilian jobs from
the Fresno-based wing.

While the normal Phantom air
crew inciudes a rear-scat weapons
system officer, the F-16s use only a
pilot. The two-seat versions allow
experienced F-16 pilots to accompa-

- ny newer pilots on training flights,

Phantoms have two jet engines.
Falcons have only one engine and
look like sleek supersonic darts be-
side the massive and noisy Phan-
toms.

Pashayan said residents around
the Air Terminal should find the
F-16 “significantly quieter than the
F-4."

The congressman, who in 1986
rode in the rear seat of a Fresno-
based Phantom on an intercept mis-
sion off the California coast, said
the Falcon will bring Fresno “the
pride of hosting a top-of-the-line
fighter, increased federal invest-
ment in the Air Terminal and a
more quiet aircraft.” .



Brouhaha among Guard brass a long time brewing

/3 mar el
By ROYAL CALKING
Bee staf wrier

my.

When Cpa:t and present members
of the Californla Natlonal Guard
publicly exchanged insults in Sacra.
mento two weeks ago, state legisla-
tors got their first close look at
problems trat have been bubbling
for years at the Alr National Guard
base in Fresno,

The setting was & confirmation
hearing for Brig. Gen. Robent

‘Thrasher as head of the state’s Na-
ticnal Guard units, both air and ar.

Thou,
Senate
wamed the session would not be
routine, they watched in amaze.
ment as stem-faced generals called
each other names.

Senatirs are accustomed to dis-
plays of dirty laundry but not when
the laurdry is olive drab and Air

ﬂ[membem of the state

Force blae

ing called

er. Detractors acc
a Gov, Deukmejian eppointee, of in-
competence, mismaragement and
inattentiveness to safety issues.

Publicly, he replied, "The testimo-
ny you heard from most of the peo-
ition to me are no kon-
ger in the Guard. 3y and I”ﬁ
trey're old complaints. ... [ woul
kave one expression for that and
3 that would be 'sour grapes.””

es Committee had been

ple in

Thrashey Asupponers at the hear-
a strong, honest lead-

the general, worse.

cers don't lie.”

Privately, Thrasher and his asso.
ciates accused his critics of much

When committee members debat-
ed whether the Guard officers
should take an oath before testify.
ing, one senator argued that *offi-

But faced with conflicting testi-
mony from officers, the senators
put off a decision to give themselves
time 10 rummage through the char-
ges and couniercharges. More wits

nesses are scheduled to testify
when the hearing resumes Wednes-

one stands out: A soldier stays with-
in the chain of command, u
But some in the Guard are at-

The has an

itis,

task. Even within the Guard, opin-
lons are mixed on what sparked the
controversy and on how significant

From one perspective, the simple
fact that internal disputes have be-
come 50 public suggests serious
flaws in the Guard structure. Cf the
thousands of rules in the military,

pting to the conflict,
calling it nothing more than a con-
tinuation of a biter power struggle
that started in Fresno. 2
1f it is simply a ver struggle,
maost are 0{1 Thpr‘;:her. Hels a
veteran member of the Guard's
existing high command,

See Guard, Page A9

: 'é‘iuard
Continued from Page A1

well-entrenched and politically
well-connected both in Sacramento
and Washington.

Like the previous Guard com-
mar Willard Shank, Thrasher
ha: g ties 1o the Deukmejian
and ...agan administratons,

On the other side is a relative
handful of disenchanted officers
and ex-officers, led by two retired
brigadier generals — Raymond He-
brank and Edward Aguiar,

Hebrank is a former commander
of the California Air National
Guard. Aguiar is former command.
er of the 144th Fighter Interceptor
Wing based in Fresno. Both were
forced out by Shank and Thrasher.

Aguiar w:u ousted following a
controversial i igation ordered
by Thrasher. lmmnds he
was forced out because he testified
truthfully in connection with a law-
suit arising out of that investigation.

The infighting itself did not sur-
prise the legislators. Intemal poli-
ticking is normal in any large bu.
reaucracy, and the California
National rd is a large mishmash
of bureaucracies.

With the Guard operating as both
@ state agency and a component of
the U.S. military, many of its 26,000

bers are offically considered
civilians on w and mili
on weekends. o e

Top Guard officials in Sacramen-
to answer to the mor, the state
Legislature, the National Guard Bu-
reau of the Pentagon, Congress, the
U.S. Army and the U.S. Air Force.

What caught the senators off

ard was that the squabbling had

ome 0 public and that retired
officers such as Hebrank and
Aguiar would publicly criticize the
Guard command, opening their own
reputations to counterattack.

v nany of the senators didn’t
kne .hat the tensions had been
,builasng for years and that this
wasn't the first time the contestants
had squared off.

By most accounts, the current
controversy began in 1981 in Fres-

Kilpatrick, then 55, was nearing
the Guard's mandatory retirement
age. He wanted an extension. He-
briznk wouldn't help, partly because
he and Kilpatrick were at edds over
the types of planes to be flown in
Fresno,

The Pentagon wanted to replace
Fresno's aging F-106 figh with

quick to take potshots at Kilpatrick,
even in front of Kilpatrick's many
admirers,

A Kilpatrick loyalist, Lt. Col. Rob-
et M. McCoy, came 1o Jead the
anti-Aguiar forces. A commercial pi-
lot for Pan American Airlines, g’e
was a fighter pilot and chief of wing

b rRaLEa

newer F-4s. Kilpatrick considered
the F-4 inferior. He also Knew that
different maintenance requirements
for the F- would eliminate some
Jjobs at the Fresno base.

Kilpatrick lost the debate and was
forced to retize in 1981, But before
he left, he issued 2 sweeping set of
promotions, He created more than
60 master sergeant positions, twice
the number allowed for a unit the
size of the 144th.

Hebrank chose a personal friend.
Aguiar, to replace Kilpatrick.

rFoI)awing a series of clashes with
Sebra and Aguiar, McColy angrily
igsisgned from the Guard in August

In an open letter to the other pi-
Jots, McCoy said he was leaving be-
cause of the part-tme, full-time rift.
He charged that the military chain
st it St
Aguiar given the timers.
mare authority than higher-ranking
part-timers.

A month later, McCoy took his

to Sacramento. ing

ek

Aguiar had been a ¢ der in
Fresno eight years earlier and later
had worked with Hebrank at Mof-
fett Naval Air Station.

One of Aguiar’s first tasks was to
cut back on master sergeant posi-
tions, It was a messy job. Men and
women who had worked years for
their sixth stripe were told to either
Zive up one or leave.

Hebrank also instructed him to
eliminate six pilot positions because
of the changeover to F-4s and be-
cause the Fresno base traditionally
had been overpopuiated with pilots,

X, McCoy went to sher,
who was then the No. 2 man in the
California Guard hierarchy.

Over Hebrank’s objections,
Thrasher and his boss, Shank, or-
dered a formal investigation of
Aguiar, Sebra and Hollenbeck

allowed to present their own wit-
nesses and were not allowed 1o
cross-examine people testifying
agginst them,

Despite the flaws in the investiga-
tion — or perhaps because of
flaws — the i igation dealt a

the general threatened d't; sue him}
and to arrange tax audits and per-
sonal investigations of him and hs§

friends.
The inv concluded thatt
was justified in (eeling[

blow to Aguiar’s credibility.

The panel dismissed seven char-
ges, including allegations thar
Aguiar had improgerly influenced
aircraft repair contracts.

Among the sustained charges
were that:
® Aguiar had allowed the rift be.
tween full-timers and part-timers to
develop into a serious problem, un-
dermining morale and the effective-
ness of the wing.

. jar had allowed two former

officers to take sunglasses,
gloves and long underwear from a
supply room. :

® He had allowed a raffle in viola-
tion of Air Force regulations and
had used undue pressure to sell
base yearbooks.
® He allowed $5,300 in recruiting

McCoy

th ‘butthaxitcouldnotbe,
i whether the calls were, !

in fact, threatening. S

The panel’s overall conclusion
was that the Guard command
should consider removing Aw
from command and that Hollen
and Sebra should receive letters of
reprimand.

Thrasher decided to force
Aguiar’s retirement and to transfer
Sebra from Fresno to March Air
Force Base. Hollenbeck volunteered |
for a transfer to Norton Air Force |
Base, where he is now a safety offi- l
cer. {

Sebra responded by filing a feder- |
al lawsuit against Guard, He
contended that Air Force rm 3
tions prohibit disciplinary 3 l

Without ruling on the issues |

funds to be spent on coffee cups
S 35th anng

Thrasher appointed a three-man
investigaty headed by then-
Col. iam . Hebrank's assis.
tant at the dme, Bates is now civil-
ian commander of the state Air
Guard.

atng rsi-

1y of the unit and on lapel pins 10

be given away 2t a flight competi-
tion.

® He had authorized the purchase

of overly expensive conference

room furniture for his chief of

The base had one of the high
pilot-to-airplane ratios in the coun-
try. With too many pilots and too
few planes, it is hard for pilots, es-
pecially gunior officers, to get
enough Light time to meet Air
Force readiness standards,

Pilots had dubbed the 144th as
“the Flving Club,” and Aguinr set
out to ge the image.

Under Aguiar, Maj. Nelson Sebra
was in ch; of training pilots. Se.
bra is a full-time Guard officer who

In a recent letter to the Senate maintenance,
Rules Ce I Hebrank charged * Holk k had thr d as-
that Thrash ked the | with  sociates of McCoy in an attempt to

panel
ople frientfly t0 him and un-
ndly to Aguiar.

Citing the confidentizlity of such
i igations, members of the in-
vestigative team and other Guard
officials have ceclined to comment
on the inquiry or the report.

The investigators conducted a
weeklong, closed-door hearing at
the l;(&mdmy Inn-Airport in Janu-

1

A confidential report of that in-

has been both p d and criticized
for being a procedural stickler.

Another full-timer, Lt Col. Ber-
nard Hollenbeck, was in charge of
evaluating pilots,

Because of the pilot cutbacks,
other changes and Aguiar's some-
limes-ubrasive management style,

no as a combi of p nality
clashes and policy disputes,

The commander of the 144th
Fighter Interceptor Wing at the
Fresno Air Terminal then was Brig.
Gen. James Kilpatrick, a veteran
fighter pilot and sports car racer.

Kilpatrick had spent nearly 30
years in the I44th and had been
commander since 1972. He was par-
ticularly popular with the pilots and
many of the enlisted personnel,

Kilpatricks boss at California Na-
tional Guard headquarters in Sacra-
mento was Hebrank, also a former
fighter pilot, who had spent most of
his career in Southern California
and the Bay area,

quickly developed. Sebra

and Hollenbeck al; h Ives

with Aguiar and found themsclves

at odds with other high-

ranking officers, particularly the
weekenders,

Tke trio of full-timers accused the
weekenders of unprofessionalism,
The part-timers accused Aguiar and
his supporters of arrogance and
cronyism.

Even though Kilpatrick had left
his command position, he joined the
fight. He remained in close contact
with base employees, and he was
quick to point out what he saw as
Aguiar's tailings,

For his part, Aguiar was equally

5 recently provided to
Theﬁeebyanussodateofm!pa-
trick, shows thar invest con-
sidered 20 allegations and ques-
tioned 30 Guard members.

According to Hebrank, the only
people questioned in addition to
Aguiar, Hollenbeck and Sebra were
from a list provided by McCoy.

Under Air Force and Army regu-
lations, which apply to the National
Guard, such an investigation is sup-
posed to be conducted by the Air
Force Office of Special Investiga-
tions.

The regulations also say that the

subjects of an investigation have the
night to legal representation, the

pressure McCoy into d ing the
bt ropping

® Hollenbeck had signed minutes
of a meeting that he knew had not
occurred.

® Sebra had made an ina -
ate remark about an enlisted wom-
an,

® Sebra, while on duty as flight
supervisor, left the base to attend a
baseball game Involving his son.

® Sebra misappFopriated eight
pairs of boots and eiﬁemmcfs
from George Air Force R

iar and Hollenbeck have de-
nied all the allegations and have
contended, along with Sebra and
Hebrank, that the investigation was
biased and improperly conducted.

Sebra acknowledged making the
inappropriate remark and leaving
the base while serving as flight su-
pervisor. The investigators leamned
that it was commeon for flight super-
visors 1o leave the base.

Sebra flatly denied misappro-
priating the clothing. He explained
that he had simply transporied the
items to Fresno at the request of an
Air Force supply sergeant.

The § X i

right 10 present their own
and. if they are suspected of wrong-
doing, the right to be represented
by antorneys.

According to the report, Sebra,
Aguiar and Hebrank were told that
they were not suspects, were not
represented by attorneys, were not

tors d that
allegation without questioning
Guard members who supported Se-
bra’s account.

One issue the investigators failed
o resolve was McCoy's allegation
that he had received threatening
phone calls from Aguiar. He said

m;sed‘h\i}‘seepm. a federal coust dis- {

on the ground
thatithadnojun‘sdlctioninamili—’
tary dispute.

Since that lawsuit, Sebra has
been under almost constant scruti-
ny by the Guard command, but he
continues to receive exceflent ﬁﬁ
formance reviews, according to He-
brank and Air Force officials famil-'
iar with the controversy. ) ]

Sebra and Aguiar moved the fight
to another arena the next year.

Aguiar wrote 1o a number of leg- |
islators, ing that safety g:nb-
lems at the Fresno base were being
coversd up.

Sebra presented similar allega-
tions to . Charles “Chip" Pash.
ag-.m. R-Fresno. At the req?est of -
the congressman, a panel of high-
ranking Guard officials from out- !
side California was appointed to in-
vestigate safety procedures and oth- |
er matters at the Fresno base,

At the end of that iry in i
tember 1986, Fresno ma&m 3
announced that they had been
cleared of the allegations, which
they labeled ntruths.”

But a viously secret report
from that Pufve’esnpnyon surfaced late
i the Fresno '
unit in general 50 corroborat- |
ed a number of Sebra’s allegations,

The report criticized the Fresno
command for not disciplining pilots |
who had been involved in a series
of mishaps and questioned the
unil's policies for takeoffs and land-
ings in foggy weather.

Base leadership has responded by
denying the findings in the report,
by denouncing The Bee for report- |
ing on the controversy and by at- |
tacking Aguier and Sebra — setting
the stage for another round of ver. |
bal combat when Thrasher’s hear-
ing continues this week,
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By AMY PYLE
B Capitol bureau 1) maR &

SACRAMENTO — After hours of
. conflicting testimony on two differ-
ent days, the Senate Rules Commit-
_tee recommended Wednesday that
the Senate confirm the appointment
“of Gen. Robert Thrasher as com-
mander of the State Military De-
_partment.

" The state Senate usually follows
_ the committee’s lead.

But committee chairman Sen. Da-
.vid Roberti, a Los Angeles Demo-
,crat, said he was troubled enough
to request an official audit of the

department by the Legislature’s au-

ditor general.

. “More questions have been raised
.than we could possibly answer in
_one confirmation hearing,” Roberti
said. “But I don't feel a case for
[Thrasher's] culpability or personal
‘riegligence has been proved.”

What prompted Roberti’s action,
P 1id, were accusations of poor
n. agement in the department’s
Air National Guard, Army Guard
and other reserve organizations that
-arose Wednesday and at Thrasher’s
first appearance two weeks ago.

After the hearing, the widow of a
‘Fresno-based Guard officer killed
“last June, burst into tears.

“They let him [Thrasher] get
_away with it,” said Toni Jordan,
whose husband, Maj. John Jordan,
died last June when the F-4 Phan-
“tom jet in which he was a weapons
“officer crashed into the Arizona
desert.

Thrasher, who has served as act-
“ing commander for the past year,
‘said he would welcome the auditor
-general’s review. He also said he
did not think any flaws would be
“found in his department.

' [ certainly have no objection to

,“I!A.. ..,“

Thrasher

Continued from Page B1

the audit,” he said. “It may, in fact,
be helpful”

Toni Jordan and her mother, Bil-
lie’ Minasian, have been working
against Thrasher’s confirmation for
two months. They believe that poor
management at the Fresno Guard
unit led to Jordan's death and allege
that a cover-up followed the fatal
crash. They have used results of
several Guard investigations to bol-
ster their case.

Despite Wednesday's apparent
defeat, Minasian said she would not
give up her quest to bring about
major change within the Guard.

“I'm going home to call Senator
{Alan] Cranston right now,” she
said.

Jordan accused the senators of
ignoring facts presented to them.

She mentioned reports of investiga-
tions into the accident completed by |
both the Guard and the U.S. Air]
Force that indicated that the pilot,
Wesley Deane of Modesto, la_cked"
sufficient recent flying experience
for the type of mission that caused
the crash. .

The reports also implied that
Guard management shared blame
for the poor record-keeping that
made Deane appear ready to fly.

However, in re.:»ggnse to Roberti’s
questions about reports during
the hearing, Thrasher and Brig.
Gen. Paul Carroll, Fresno wing
commander, insisted that Guard
commanders were not responsible.
Instead, they said, Deane may have -
altered his own traxmni records in
order to appear qualifie

“To the training officer’s knowl-
edge, he [Deane] was current,” Car-
roll said. -

ANG’s top ratlngs
Why does The Bee always print

= " “'see Thrasher, Page B3

all negative news about the Air Na-
tional Guard base in Fresno with
bold print on the front page?

I believe that positive news of the
Air National Guard should get equal
billing. Reference your article about
the Guard'’s passing its Operational
Readiness Inspection. I had to look

through the paper three times be-
fore I found it.

While I am on my soap box, let
me also say I am tired of reading
about all the problems that the top
brass of the Guard both present and
past are having. Why doesn’t The
Bee give credit and equal time to
the people who really get the excel-
lent and outstanding ratings for the
unit? These people are the present
members of the Guard unit in Fres-
no.

MANUEL J. MARTIN.
Fresno.



Guard audit narrowed to Fresho uni

By AMY PYLE
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SACRAMENTO — After Assemblyman Bruce Bron-
zan, D-Fresno, gasped at the vast task of auditing the
entire California National Guard, the senator who had
asked for the review revised his request to focus only
on the Fresno Air Guard unit,

“Whether we go beyond Fresno depends on what we
find in Fresno," said Bob Forsr.h, press secretary for
Sen. David Roberti, D-Los Angeies.

As chairman of the Senate Rules Committee, Roberti
had asked for the Guard audit a week ago after com-
plaints about Guard management dominated confirma-
tion hearings for Brig. Gen. Robert Thrasher, the state's

Military Department director.

During two Rules Committee hearings — last week
and two weeks before that — many of Thrasher’s oppo-
nents focused on perceived management shortcomings
in Fresno, which they said led to the fatal crash of an
F-4 Phantom jet last June.

Toni Jordan, the widow of one of two officers Killed
in that crash, told committee members that after her
husband's death the Guard had refused to release find-
ings that the pilot was not qualified to fly that day. She
also said they had tried to cover up the mixed results
from past federal investigations of the Fresno unit.

Thrasher, who at the time of the crash was acting
director of the Military Department, the Guard's um-
brella organization, brought with him witnesses who
countered Jordan’s statements.

Various Guard and Air Force officials acknowledged
that pilot Wesley Deane of Modesto lacked sufficient
recent flying experience because he had taken a job
with an airline. 3

But they said it was not until after the accident that
they realized that Deane’s records had been altered —
probably by Deane himself, they said — to make it
appear that he was ready to fly.

At the end of the two days of testimory, Roberti
recommended Thrasher’s co tion and three of the
other four committee members followed his prompting,
forwarding the recommendation to the Senate floor.
the same time Roberti said he was concemed about
many of the allegations made against the Guard.

“More questions have been raised than we could
possibly answer in one confirmation hearing,” Roberti

said before casting his vote. “But | don't feel a case for
[Thrasher's| culpability or personal negligence has
been proved.” 3

The Senate vote on Thrasher is set for Thursday
morning. While the full Senate probably will take the
Rules Committee's recommendation, Forsyth said some
heated debate is expected.

The Joint Legislative Audit Committee, on which
Brorzan serves as chairman, will ask the Legislature’s
auditor general to begin the audit within a month,
Bronzan said. %

Bronzan said he was skeptical about the scope of
Roberti's original audit request.

“When I first got the letter [from Roberti], I said, “The
whole Guard?' " Bronzan said. =%

Air Guard will spruce up Fresno base for F-16s

By CHARLES McCARTHY
Bee staff writer

Air Terminal base on Thursday.
:‘Aatotal of 20 F-16s is tentatively

About $3.5 million in capital im-
provements will prepare the Fresno
Air National Guard Base over the
next three years to accommodate 20

F-16 fighter

ets now expected to

arrive before éeptember 1989,

Air Guard spokesman Lt. Col.
James A, Arthur said a 36-person

Air National
Washington,

Guard task force from
D.C,, finished a week-

long planning session at the Fresno

led to start arriving in Fresno
next year, with all expected to be
here by September 1989," Arthur
said Thursday. “Actual flying opera-
tion will probably begin around
midsummer.”
The new dates are sooner than
those tentatively announced earlier

by the National Guard Bureau in
Washington,

“The base is dto I

proof building; an air crew alert fa-
cility; and an electrical instrument
and ¢ icati i

facility.

Work done at the base recently,
Arthur explained, has been de-
signed to accommodate either the
presently assigned F-4D Phantom
Jet interceptors or the newer F-16s.

. The visiting task force also stud-
ied on-base training requirements
for F-16 air crews and maintenance

the conversion and retwrn to alert
status in fall 1589," Arthur ex-

. plained.

Planned construction during the
mnext three years includes a jet en-
gine test “hush house,” or sound-

- “This conversion will make the
Fresno Air National Guard Base the
first Air National Guard operational
air defense unit to convert to the
m(d-defense modified F-16," Arthur
said.

An  Air Guard pilot-training .
squadron now flying F-4s at Klam-
ath Falls, Ore., is scheduled for F-16. .
conversion ahead of Fresno, but it's -
not considered an operational air
defense alert unit, Arthur explained, . _

Since 1978, the manufacturer,-
General Dynamics, has sent the Air
Force F-16s capable of either air or .
ground attack 'missions. For the s
gle-role air defense mission, ea
er-model F-16s will be renovated al
Hill Air Force Base near Ogd
Utah. .

Presumably F-16s will becom.e. )
available for refitting as their regu-
lar Air Force units get new planes,




Former Air Guard chief:
opnosed to Thrasher

By AMY PYLE
Bee Capitol bueeau

SACRAMENTO — One of the
sate’s highest-ranking Air National
Guard officials, retired Maj. Gen.
Raymand Hebrank, has joined
those opposing conlirmation of a
new state Military Services Depart-
ment director,

In & fetter addressed (o the Sen-
ate Rules Commiltee, Hebrank said
the leadership flaw of the acting
director. Gen. Robert Thrasher, is
that he surrounds himscll “with sy-
cophants who praise his every ac-
fion, In return he gives them abso-
lute foyalty and blindly overlooks
their inepiness.”

conversation Mondiy, Hebrank sin-
gled out four generals who he saif’
“would have been relieved of com

mand and definitely nol promoted

if they had been in the US. Al

Force because they were respons

ble for training and adherence 6

flying regulalions in 1987,

Those officers were Fresno Wil
Commander Paul Carroll: A}
Guard Depuly Commander Willian
Neville, a former Fresno command’
er; the Guard’s deputy director, Wil
liam Bates: and Guard Commande
Robert Hail, .

Past performance reviews for
Bates and Hall, signed by Hebrank,
show he had rated “well
above standard” in cvery category.
Hebrank said he endorsed those re-

Because of that flaw, Hebrank
charged, under Thrasher's com-
mand the Air National Guard's 1987
accident rate was the worst in 30
years. One of the three accidents
lust year involved an F-4 jet flying
oul of Fresno that crashed and
burned in the Arizona desert.

“1 have not said a word since | left
the depariment. | have not com-
plained about a . 1 have not
written anyone,” Hebrank said
Monday. *When | heard about the
hearing, [ thought maybe it was
time for me to say something.*

Thrasher's confirmation heari

views under orders from Thrasher
and Shank. .

“I was told whom | could promote
and whom 1 could not promote,”
Fiebrank said, “and [ was also tokd
whom to nd of and that if |
didn't do that, then I'd have some
problems.”

Amony those backing Thrasher
are Guard officials; B.T. Collins, for-
mer chiel of staff for Gov. Jerry
Brown; and Emergency Services
Department representatives,

Besides Hebeank, Thrasher's op-

before the Senate Rules Committce
originally were set for mid-Febeu-
ary, but then were rescheduled for
Wednesday afternoon alter opposi-
tion began to grow.

Milita=  Scrvices  spokesman
Steve ¥ said Hebrank is mere-
Iy battes  .at losing his job after
past department director Willard
Shank and Thrasher “lost confi-
dence in {his] ability to command.”

From 1977 to 1986, Hebrank ran
the Californin Air National Guard,
which with the Army National
Guard forms the Military Scrvices
branch. He was asked o resign by
Shank and Thrasher, who was then
Shank's assistant.

Mensik confirmed the large num-
ber of accidents last year, including
one that killed the son of entertain-
cr Dean Martin and a helicopter
crwsh in the Sierra with no fatali-
thes. Bul Mensik said ench of the
accidents was caused by unique
problems and errors, not by overall
managemen peoblems,

Mensik also said Hebrank's re-
cord wirs nol pristine: In 1979 and
again in 1980 Guard pilots died in
crashes,

In his letter 1o the Rules Commit-
tee and again during a telephone

p lude L1, Col, Ezell Ware
Jr., a highly decorated binck officer
who says he has been [alsely ac-
cused of sexual and financial impro-
prictics; members of the depart-
ment’s military health brigade who
say they were unfairly forced to re-
tire at 65; and Toni Jordan, widow
of John Jordan, a Guard weapons
systems officer killed in the Fresno
4 crash In June. s
Jordan says she blames Guard
ent both in S
and at the Fresno Air Guard unit for
the futal crash because lbcy ignored
= of ot Jocos 6

ported as carly as 1986. -

Two probes of Jordan's acciden
— one completed by the Air Foro
and the other by the Air Guard ~
supgested that managers had al-
lowed Joedan's pilol, Wesley Deane
of Madesto, to fly cven though he
Incked sulficient recent experience
for the tricky low-altitude mission,

To further their cause, Jordan
and her mother, Billie Minasian,
have been visiling the Capitol near-
ly daily to meet with legislators and
their stafl members. 3

“We're just exhausted,” Mipasian
said Monday. "If this man gets in,
the system docsn't work.*

.eport on deposed
Guard chief surfaces

i1t

By ROVAL CALKINS
Bee staff writer

A -l-year-old report on the investi-
gation thit led to Brig. Gen, Edward
Aguiar's removal as commander of
the Air National Guard unit in Fres-
no surfaced Tuesday on the eve of
confirmation hearings for a new
© der of the Cahf Nat«
tional Guard,

The report detuls numerous alle-
gations against Aguiar, who i
among the leaders of an effort to
block Brig, Gen. Robert Thrasher's

appointment is state direclor of
military services, the top National
Guard post in California.

Most of the allegations relate to
relatively minor improprictics such
as allowing two retired former
Guard officials to carry off bags of
government-issued sunglasses and
long underwear from the Fresno
buse 3

The most syenificant conclusion
wis that Agular's management style
had created a serious 1ift between
full-ime Guard employees and
part-lime “weekend warriors,

See Guard, back page

Aguiar desied issuing the ban
and, despite testimony fo the con-
trary from three recruiters, the in-
vestigative panel found the allega-
tion o be unsubstantiated,

Currently, women make up 11.5
percent of the J4dth's full-time and
part-time payroll of 118, Of the
354 full-time employecs, 9.8 peroent
are women.

The investigation of Aguiar and
the other Fresno officers was con-
ducted by Col, Willam Bates, in-
spector general for the California
National Guard, and two officers
from the Army National Guard, in-
cluding 11, Col. John A. Dougherty,
who in civilian life & the district
attorney of Sacramento County.

In a recent letier to the state Sen-
ate Kules Committee, which will
conduct today'’s hearing on ‘Thrash-
er's appointment, former California
Air National Guard commander
Maj. Gen. Raymond Hebrank, re-
tired, contended that the investig
tion of Aguiar was politically in-
spared and shoddily executed.

Hebrank alleged that the three
members of the invesligative teiun
were close friends of Thrasher, who
was in the midst of an intense politi-
cal dispate with Aguiar at the lime,

He also contended that the inves.
tigators only questioned people
whose names had been provided by
11, Col. McCoy, who had leveled
most of the allegations against
Apuiar,

‘The report on the investigation
his remained confidential since the
January 1984 nquiry bul a copy
was provided 10 The Bee on Tues-
day by a former Guard member,

The Califorrua National Guard
« linS provided a
copy Tuesday to the Scnate Rules
Committee.

~Guard

Continuved from Page Al

The bigh-ranking Guard olfiwers
of the investigative panel found that
Agtuar wiss 100 close 1o two ull-time
ers, Maj. Nelvon Sehra and £1. Col,
1 E Hollenbiek, who “are not
hekd higth reyard by @ number of
fulltime and part-time unit person-
nel.” according 1o the report.

The investigators ruled that Hel-
lenbeck had stilempted to intimidate
Guard officers who had raed the
allegations against Apuiar., The re-
port also concludes that Sebra vin-
Lited Guard reguldions on one o-
cason by leaving the base to attend
a softhall game while he was figh
supervisor, and thal he misappro-
prated cight pairs of bools and
cight swealers that be was net eligi-
ble 1o receive.

Ihe investigators recommended
that Aguiar be removed from com-
mand. and that Sebra receive a lel-
ter of reprimand, Sebra was nol
reprimanded but wis transferred 0
a Southern California base. He re-
sponded by suing the government
on the ground that Air Foree regula.
nons prohibit regultony transfers,
hut a federal judge ruled that the
government is exempt from such
lawsuits,

Sebra and Agumar have been at
the center of continuing controversy
over alleged safely problems al the
Fresno base. Their allegations led to
a 186 investigation that found a
number of potentially serious safety
problems, mostly related to pilots’
disregard for regulations.

in the 1984 inquiry, investigstons
reached no decision on L, Col,
Robert “Mike” McCoy's conlention
that Aguiar had threatened 1o retali-
ate against him for raising a aum-
ber of the allegations against the
general and others.

McCoy  charged that  Apuiar
threatencd 1o begin an internal Rev-
eoue Service audit of him and his
friends, and Lo file a lawsuit against
him,

Following the investigation, Mc-
Coy taped a telephone conversation
with Aguiar in an attempt o prove
ihe general was making threats.
‘The Fresno Police Department amd
Instrict. Attorney’s Office fater in-

fated MoCoy lor making an ale
legedly illegal tape recording. but
charges were never filed.

The taped conversation, which
was provided to California National
Guard officials in Sacramento, is
expected to be an issue during the
confirmation hearing today,

Another of the more-significant
charges against Aguiar was thut he
isued wnorder in M3 prohibiting
e enlistment of women who did
=4 nave prior military experience.

ecruilers for the 144th Fighte

Interceptor Wing in Fresno testiliec
that Aguiar was adamant on the
point, that he was :tc!'m;\: on orders
rom the Air National Guard com-
mand in Sacramento, and thal he
did not want the number of women
Guard members in Fresno (o ex-
ceed 10 percent.




Jane Fonda offers
apology on Hanoi

_ TS usk

Reute. _ }

NEW YORK — Actress Jane Fon-
da apologized in a television incer-
view Frigay night for any hurt she
caused American soldiers by visit-
ing Hanoi in 1972 and armtacking
U.S. conduct of the war from the
enemy’s capital.

The woman once labeled "Hanoi
Jane” for her opposition to the war
says she regretted making many
controversial statements, including
describing herself as “a revoiution-
ary woman.”

in an interview with Barbara
Walters on ABC's “20-20." Fonda
said she made those statements be-
cause “[ didn’t want to be thought
of as some starlet.”

She added: “I was trying 10 help
end the Kkilling, end the war. But
there were times [ was thoughtless
and careless about it.

“I'm very sorry that | hurt them
[U.S. soldiers in Vietnam] and |
want to apologize to them and their
families.”

Fonda said that among the things
she regretted was donning a helmet
and being photographed siting in
the seat of a North Vietnamese an-
u-tank gun.

She also said she regremed
branding as liars former U.5. pris-
onéers of war who said they were
tortured by the North Vietnamese.

“[ V"~ the power of images and
to b it myself in the siation
lixe ... was a thoughtless and cru-
¢l thing to have done.”

£ | know the power
of images and to have
put myself in the
situation like that was a
thoughtless and cruel
thing to have done. B ¥

- Jane Fonda,
in television interview

Fonda insisted in the interview
that her mistakes were her own and
rejecied charges that she was duped
by the North Viemamese.

The actress has been the object of
demonstrations by veterans groups
in Connecticut who oppose her
making a film there because of her
role in the Vietnam war, ER

Joseph Griggs, a spokesman for
the Verterans Coalition Against Ha-
noi Jane, said Fonda must back up
her words with action, such as re-
twming 0 Vietnam 10 seek the re-
turn of prisoners of war still unac-
counted for.

“[ would have to say that's a ver
nice beginning,” he said of her apol-
OgV.

Ancther veteran, John Sarlo of
Waterbury., Corn., said he thought
the apologv was genuine. “I guess
that's something we can be grateful
for and appreciate.”

T
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Acceptable ANG noise

I would like to make a couple of
points on the Air Guard noise prob-
lem:

First, with no more flights than
the Guard puts up on any one day,
the noise is really minimal, especial-
ly since those fighters are only F4s
or F-11s and not "18s or "16s.

I don't think people appreciate
how quiet it is even when they're
going up every 20 minutes or so. [
ﬁmw up in the flight path of Will

ogers Airport and Tinker Air
Force Base in Oklahoma City.
When those 747 passenger jets
would go over the whole house
would shake from their being only
about 400 feet up in the air. When
the boys at Tinker would jump in
their fighters, it wasn't just two at a
time taking off. There were six or
eight in 15-second intervals of each
pair, and they put the throttle to its
maximum there.

The last time [ was back, they
had just gotten new '16s, '18s and a
B-1 bomber. Sure the noise level is
high but the people have learned to
accept it as a price of living there.
Besides, Tinker AFB is one of the
biggest employers in town, and a
vital part of the defense of this
country,

So before we run the Air Guard
out of town, consider the impact
moving it to Lemoore would have
on those Guard pan-time members
and those full-time people who
work on the planes and run the
daily operations. How many of
them would be forced to move out
of town? And consider the impact of
those lost dollars on our economy.

You've got a pretty good deal
here.

ROBERT HODGES.
Fresno.

< LA 42, /55 o 8
Noise, economics ll

Bob Fischer’s letter *Why not the |
144th?" [May 4] is trying to sell us

one side of Rep. Chip Pashayan's !

bold plan to move Whidbey Island f

Naval Air Station to NAS Lemocore.

There is another side to this story. l

Does it not cross Mr. Fischer's
mind that Mr. Pashayan is not as
concerned about the noise at Whid-
bey Island as he is about valley eco-
nomics? If Mr, Fischer's numbers
are correct, 7,900 military jobs and
1,609 civilian jobs in the relocation
would create job opportunities for
valley families. In my opinion, Mr.
Pashayan has the good political
sense to see an opportunity when
one arises.

[ do not believe ;tat oct{:fr repbr:sen-
tative is allowing himself to be ma-
nipulated by a few. He understands
that the noise, economic, and safety
issues surrounding any airport are
complex.

Mr. Fischer also refers to week-
end pilots who are signed off for
training missions they never flew.
In a dramatic way he makes it
sound as if all weekend pilots do
this at the 144th Fighter [nterceptor
Wing. I do not have any personal
information on the situation. How-
ever, [ do believe that not all
are dishonest. I feel the pe?u;r:ho
make up the Air National at
Fresno try hard to be trained; to say
that they do not follow proper pro-
cedures is a slop in their faces and
an unfair statement about our com-
munity.

Mr, Fischer refers to the "nearly
deat™ urban population. The meet-

o et e ——’ § e 47

¢yt e e

ings about noise [ have attended
have had approximately 50 peaple

concerned about all aircraft noise
and not just the noise coming from
the jets nf the 1dath FTW. If Mr.
-Fischer [in urging that the l4dth
also be moved (o Lemoore NAS] is
<o concerned about noise, why is he
only wavi

a baaner about the jet .

noise from the 144th and not about ©

r tvpes of noise problems in our
gtt}:e sx}?;\' as the rogk bands heard
at Fresno State for city blocks?

V.5, PAPALEO.
Fresno.
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Military overflights

‘The Aug. 3 Bee editorial “The
roar of contempt” hit the bull's-eye
‘dead center. Those of us who visit
‘national parks and wilderness areas
re~rly are fully aware of military
ai t shattering the silence and
* senuing wildlife fleeing in panic.

., Let us hope that the military gets
the message and ceases cavalier
“dismissal of complaints on the insis-
tence that what they do is necessary
‘no matter what the effect on our
sensibilities or on the environment.
The present military attitude is a
direct consequence of unlimited
sre ding during the Reagan years,
e l;'::;atmg national defense above all
€

National park officials have spo-
ken out massive noise poilu-
tion, but here in Fresno no leader,
public or private, speaks out for the

_poor abused citizen overwhelmed
by the constant roar of Air Guard
=F-4s, We swallow the myth that our
~defense and safety depends on nu-
-merous daily missions screaming
off the runways of an urban-cen-
~tered civilian airport in search of
the enemy near or far. So it makes
no difference whether you live in
Death Valley or northwest Fresno,
_you can't escape.

. I, too, have seen the senseless
bumper sticker “Pardon the Noise
= It’s the Sound of Freedom.” Well,
if freedom means submission to
constant nerve-shattering noise, the
end of peace and quiet, environ-
mental destruction in wilderness
ar ind mindless support of cost-
Iy ..atary spending that under-
mines the economy and social fab-
-ric of ‘the nation, then | fear we
have abandoned the true meaning
of freedom and are embarked on
the road to disorder.

BERNARD D. LAWSON,
Fresno.

Applauds Air Guard

I read with utter amazement the
letter to the editor Aug. 3 that stated
that our Air National Guard units at
Fresno are “unnecessary.” In the
letter, the writer complained of the
“deafening fighter planes [that] race
over our once-quiet neighbor-
hoods.™ A statement such as this
makes as much sense as a person
buying a home in the desert com-
plaining that it is too hot.

It must be remembered that those
“once-quiet neighborhoods” were,
in all kkelihood, not even in exis-
tence when our airport with all its
related activities was put into opera-
tion. Developers decide to build
apartment complexes and homes
around the airport and then renters
and homeowners move into these
developments, only to complain that
aircraft are flying over their homes,
It seems to me that if one doesn't
like the music, one should not at-
tend the dance.

_ The issue of whether the Air Na-
tional Guard is necessary is, in my
opinion, not worthy of debate. Our
Air Guard not only trains pilots for
the defense of our country, but also
employs many other non-flying
workers, which is a definite boost to
the local economy.

I believe that the FAA, Air Guard,
airport officials, and all pilots, com-
mercial and private, should be ap-
plauded for bending over back-
wards to accommodate the
encroaching public around the air-
port facility.

STANLEY R. SPOORS.

Fresno,

Keeping us free
P G3EPES
As a relatively new resident of the
Fresno area I have been absolutely
appalled by the numerous ill-in-
formed and uninformed comments
regarding the Air National Guard

. Fighter Interceptor Wing stationed

at the Fresno Air Terminal. These
comments have been typical of
small people with small minds who
can't see beyond the confines of
their own front door.

As anyone who knows anythin
about our national defense will tell
you, these beautiful F-4 Phantoms
fill a specific role in the air defense
of this country. They are not redun-
dant. The naval aircraft at Lemoore
and other Air Force, Navy and Ma-
rine squadrons based throughout
the state have an altogether differ-
ent mission than those here in Fres-
no. Not to mention that the air crew
and ground personnel of our Fresno
Air a?ard do what they do better
than almost anyone else in the Air
Guard, as shown in annual competi-
tion within the Air Force.

We all know that military person-
nel and their hardware are never
popular in prolonged periods of
peace. Maybe, just maybe, they are
part of the reason we're at peace.
Let's stop the Air Guard-bashing:
and when we hear a couple of loud,
smoky F-4s light their burmers, let’s
remember the pilots in those cock-

its are putling their lives on the
ine to keep us all free!

DON W. SOPER JR.
Sanger.

o

= 7s5EP %%

- Air Guard training |

In reference to The Bee article:»
Aug. 30 concerning the Air National |
Guard [ would like to make a few'

* points clear.

First, Lt. Col. Stuckey is probably
-onc-of the finest military officers!

73 you could hope to meet. His integri-

~ty and judgment are beyond re-
“,proach,

*~Second. I believe that The Bee:
twaiter has taken some of Lt. Col
+Sfuckey’s comments out of context.'

::_]vmoeived the letter that was the

*subject of The Bee article and I'
must say that my interpretation of
that letter as a fighter pilot was sig-'
nificantly different than that of the |
Bee writer. (
Bee article concerning an air crew |
ground school training session that
took place a few days after the let-
ter, was sent out to air crews. Dur-
ing. this training session Lt. Col.
Stuckey restated and clarified the
.intent of his letter and his position

* - concerning training to all the fighter

air crews.

- .. Third, no mention is made in the |

s

The bottom line of the letter and |

discussion during our ground
“school session as I perceived it was
‘that ‘we as fighter air crews are to

" make every effort to plan our train-
ing missions to safely and efficient-

Iy- accomplish our training require-
ments and to accurately log our
accomplishments so that training
_officers can monitor our training
.progress. I we falsely log training
accomplishments our future in the

.+ -Air,Guard will be jeopardized.

* Once again my conclusions from
-the’ letter differ somewhat from
what the Bee writer emphasized in

his article. I attribute this to the Bee |

writer's not having a fighter-pilot |
perspective in his interpretation of
the letter and not having full knowl- !
edge of other communications that
took place concerning the topic dis- !
cussed in the article. |
AMOS BAGDASARIAN,
o Major,
California Air National Guard.
. Fresno.



Air Guard receives ‘unfair abuse’

SELT

]

:Considerable attention recently
has been given to the Air National
Guard by The Bee in the form of a
highly critical report by Royal Calk-
ins on the management of the 144th
Fighter Interceptor Wing [Aug. 12,
“Guard pilot in fatal crash not quali-
fied"]; a few derogatory statements
by Councilman Chris Petersen di-
rected toward the Guard within the
context of the Part 150 study [Aug.
20, *2 city councilmen criticize new
study on airport noise"], and, final-
ly. a blistering diatribe by Bob Fi-
scher on the notion of safety and
the ANG [letter Aug. 24, “Safety
and the Air Guard lease”].

- All of this is particularly bother-
some to those of us who have been
a part of the community for many
more years than the self-proclaimed
critics of an extremely valuable and
beneficial program which has
sérved this community well since
1955 — the California Air National
Guard,

Mr. Calkins reported the findings

of an F-4 safety investigation board

in spite of the fact that both he and
senior staff at The Bee knew that
sensitive information was being
leaked outside the boundary of nor-
mal and legal disclosure. More sig-
nificantly, The Bee knew that the
I44th could not legally respond to
any question which referred to the
investigation, The article was not
meant to report the truth of the
matter. The intent was clearly to
create suspicion, doubt and mistrust
at a time when the 144th was legal-
Iy constrained from defending its
reputation as well as from setting
the record straight.

.The Bee takes pride in the accu-
racy of its news reporting. We can
only hope that at some future date
Mr. Calkins and The Bee can be
held accountable for the content
and accuracy of their disclosure.

Both Mr. Petersen and Les Kim-
ber {city councilman] more recently
shattered the basis for the Part 150
study by suggesting that the airport
be relocated. Cig growth, they sug-
gest, is being sitfled by continued —
and unsafe — aircraft operation. Of
course, the issue is neither noise
nor safety. Commitment, integrity
and trust are the key consider-
ations. Land developers long ago
acquired cheap land and are now

& J5E7

attempting to capitalize on their in-
vestment. The situation today is
nothing more than the outgrowth of
a profit motive.

Previous administrations have
buckled under the pressures im-
posed by the building industry and |
have allowed urban encroachment
to degrade and compromise airport
operation. Many years ago, this
community made overtures to the
aviation industry to develop a prof-
itable and thriving airport for the
benefit of Fresno. We have such an ',
airport today; however, a few of our ’
City Council members do not feel
bound to the promises and commit-
ments of previous administrations.

Why would elected representa-
tives give the impression to the bus-
inss community that the promises
made by today’s administration may
not be honored by subsequent ad-
ministrations? Capricious and arbi-
trary political behavior discourages
economic development.

Finally, Bob Fischer’s anti-Guard
letter is maliciously misleading. Mr.
Fischer’s hypothesis is that the
ANG is unsafe. The U.S. Air Force
is not about to sanction unsafe and
life-threatening activity at the air-
port.

All of this leads to the real mes-
sage of my letter. If certain news
reporters, politicians and academi--
cians would simply admit to their
biases and prejudices toward the
military, it would make it easier for
those of us who must separate truth
from fiction.

Noise, safety and environmental’
issues are effects, not causes. Let's
blame the airport problem on the
principal cause — faul% city plan-
ning. Rather than fuel the local po-
litical fires with misperception, in-
nuendo and an occasional outright
lie about the Guard, let's seek out
rational, stabilizing, constructive,
and, above all, feasible solutions to
the airport problem.

The true irony is that the Air Na-
tional Guard — and the military in

eneral — continue to receive un-
fair abuse while defending the right
of certain individuals within this
community to be abusive.

RA. RANDALL.
Clovis. :



' Air Guard crash
remains puzzle

| _27APR %Y

By RAY SOTERO
Bee Capitol bureau

’ SACRAMENTO — Citing in-
complete records and lack of co-
operation from the US. Air
Force, acting California Auditor
General Kurt Sjoberg said Wed-
nesday he could not determine
whether the training, mainte-
nance and safety rules were fol-
lowed before a June 1987 crash

that killed two members of the

Fresno-based Air Guard.

Although the investigation in-
to the Fresno Air Guard’s prac-
tices ended inconclusively, the
matter is officially closed unless
survivin
sue leg

“There’s no conclusive evi-
dence that the guard was at
fault,” said Assemblyman Bruce °
Bronzan, D-Fresno, who was |
head of a legiclative audit com- |
mittee at the time the audit was
ordered. “There's always the

See Air Guard, back page

family members pur-
action.

Air Guard

possibility there was pilot error. I
think it's a sad situation that will
remain sad.”

Two members of the Fresno Air
Guard unit — Capt. Wesley Deane,
27, and his weapons officer, Maj.
John Jordan Jr., 39 — died in 1987
when their F-4 jet crashed near
Green Valley, Ariz. during training.

Questions surrounding the crash
and the Fresno unit's training and
record-keeping practices reached
the Legislature last year during con-
firmation hearings for Adjutant
Gen. Robert Thrasher as head of
\ the California National Guard. The

(L’.egislature then requested the au-
&

The 46-page auditor’s report was
the result of a yearlong. $100,000
investigation into the performance,
safety and record-keeping habits of
the Fresno-based l44th Fighter-In-
terceptor Wing, a California Air Na-
tional Guard unit that operates indi-
rectly under the Air Force through
state offices.

The report contains two major
findings.

The auditor general concluded
that the Fresno unit’s record-keep-
ing practices since shortly after the
accident are correct and up to date.

But complete information on how
the unit functioned at the time of
the crash and earlier, inciuding an
Air Force investigation report, was

either missing or unavailable.

“We were denied access to prior
records and an Air Force investiga-
tion report,” Sjoberg said. “Those
two limitations made it impossible °
for us to conclude as to what went
on before.”

The auditors said it was impossi-
ble to “independently verify the ad-
equacy” of 2%-years worth of re-
cords that had been kept by air-unit
officers and enlisted personnel.
They said most of the paperwork
was either incomplete or had been
legally destroyed because it was
more than 12 months old, as al-
lowed by Air Force regulations.

_ Thrasher, in a statement released
in response to Sjoberg’s report, said
Sjoberg’s team was provided with

_ “all favailable] records and docu-

ments” connected with air crew
training, aircraft maintenance and
flight safety for the period between
January 1985 and September 1987.
The exception: “Those out-of-date
materials which Air Force regula-
tions require to be disposed of ... "

Thrasher also said inspection
teams at the time rated the unit's
management and operations as “ex-
cellent.”

The question of pilot training is
crucial to Toni Jordan, the widow of
one of the crew members who died
in the crash. She charges that wide-
spread sloppiness and lackadaisical
record keeping allowed pilots to fly
into situations for which they were
not fully prepared or certified,

Toni Jordan, who was not avail-
able for comment Wednesday, has

said she has paperwork and docu-
ments obtained under the federal
Freedom of Information Act show-
ing evidence of at least eight com-
plaints about falsified training re-
cords dating to 1986.

A report leaked to The Bee last
year concluded that Deane, the pilot
in the crash, was not “currently
gqualified” or certified for part of the
mission he was performing in his
F4.

Sjoberg said his auditors were
hampered because the Air Force
withheld its investigation reports in-
to the accident.

Thrasher, who could not be
reached for comment, said in his
statement that he pushed the Air
Force to release the full “mishap
safety investigation" report because

he could not legally do so on "
own, "

his

Said Thrasher in his prepared

statement: “To our regret, the Air
Force refused our request, citing
executive privilege against release
of these documents and a number
of United States Supreme Court |
cases supporting this position.” . -

The California Air National

Guard did, however, provide Sjob- |
erg's auditors a summary of ifs in- |
vestigation. It did not cite a cause

for the accident, but stated that |
Deane met the minimum flying re-
quirements., WL

The Air Guard report noted that'
Deane was not up to date in his’
training reguirements to fly a low-
altitude maneuver that he ap! nt-
ly completed during the 19873light.



Widow charges Air Guard covered up cover-up :
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SACRAMENTO — The widow of
1 airman killed in a crash nearly
vo yearsago calls a recent related
1vesti v of the Fresno Air
warda  crap of a cover-up.

California’s top auditor, whose of-
ce oversaw the yearlong, $100,000
1quiry, wishes Fresno military offi-
als had not destroyed training and
ety records crucial to the investi-
aon.

And Sénate Pro Tem David Rob-
1, D-Los Angeles, who called for
1e audit, said Thursday he is “total-

dissatisfied” with the results of

@ investigation and wants it fol-

4 e

lowed with a related one.

“Someone should be held ac-
countable,” said Billy Minasian of
Sacramento, mother of Maj. John
Jordan Jr.

Jordan, 39, of Modesto, and Capt.
Wesley Deane, 27, of Sacramento,
died in the fiery 1987 accident when
their F-4 jet plummeted into the
desert near Green Valiley, Arniz.,
dusing training.

Almost immediately after the
crash, questions arose about the re-
cord-keeping practices of the Fres-
no-based 144th Fighter-Interceptor
Wing of the California Air National
Guard.

Those questions were prompted
by reports of falsified entries into

safety and training records and the
admission by Air Guard officers
that Deane, the pilot, was “not cur-
rently certified” for part of the mis-
sion he was performing that day in
his F-4.

Lawmakers, in response, ordered
an_investigation by the Auditor
General’s Office of California, an
investigative arm of the Legislature
used to double-check state budget
and performance records.

A team of auditor-investigators,
led by a retired Air Force officer,
discovered that records covering
the time of the crash and earlier
were either missing or unavailable,

That's because military regula-
tions call for certain records to be

destroyed, and the Air Force re-
fused for confidential reasons to re-
lease a report on its own investiga-
tion into the accident.

The fact the training records
weren't available gets to the heart
of what's bothering Minasian and
Jordan's widow, Toni Jordan.

Legislative calls for an audit be-
gan in March 1988, about eight
months after the accdent, dunng
confirmation hearings for Gen. Reb-
ert Thrasher as adjutant general.

The requirement for keeping the
safety and training records applies
only to the current and previous
six-month cycles.

That means the investigators
missed by one month the period

Cover-up
Continued from Metro page

auditors did their best, but were
thwarted. On Thursday he asked
Assembiyman Elihu Hams, D-Oak-
land, chairman of the Joint Commit-
tee on Legislative Audits, which
oversees Sjoberg, to audit Thrash-
er’s office in the area of personnel
policies and practices in non-Fresno
Guard related areas.

Thrasher did not return calls for
comment. His public information
officer, Maj. Steve Mensik, said ser-
vice members were simply follow-
ing orders in destroying records.

“We did not know what the scope
of the audit was going to be." Men-
sik said. “We proceeded with busi-
ness as usual.”

Military inspection teams rated
Fresno Air Guard operations as “ex-
cellent,” and Mensik emphasized
that pilot Deane was qualified to fly
but merely had not been recently

“checked off” on some refresher

traiming, e .
“An aircraft accident is something
we’'ll never be satisfied with,” Men-
sik said. “But the reality is the pilot
was qualified but not current in

training.

In short, Sjoberg’s auditors con-
tuded it was impossible to “inde-
pendently verify the adequacy”™ of
two and a half years worth of re-
cords that had been kept by air-unit
officers and enlisted personnel.

Auditors also concluded that the
Fresno unit's record-keeping prac-
tices since the accident appear per-
fectly proper.

covering the accident, Auditor Gen-— f
eral Kﬁ Sjoberg said. !
“If we had another audit of the
Air Guard, one of the first things we:
wou!r%:o gs ask themdto save those
records,” Sjoberg said. *We're j
not used to seeing such a shonﬂr;-ﬁ
tention period. It was frustrating.” -
Toni Jordan took it harder. I
“General Thrasher, knowi
there was to be an audit, allowed
documents to be destroyed,” she |
said. “I was shocked that the sty
took so much time and spent s
much of the taxpayers' money
come up with so fittle.” !
Roberti said he was sure that

See Cover-up, Pag

el

aae %



